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INTRODUCTION 

Vaccination against smallpox had been 
practised in virtually every country of the 
world, and in many on a large scale, when the 
Intensified Smallpox Eradication Programme 
was launched in 1967. By its use, smallpox had 
already been eliminated as an endemic disease 
from all but 31 countries, which constituted 
the hard core of the smallpox problem. It was 
clear that, in order to implement the pro­
gramme, one of the first tasks of the WHO 
Smallpox Eradication unit would be to ensure 
that enough vaccine was available, of suf­
ficiently high titre and sufficiently heat­
stable, to ensure that potent vaccine could be 
delivered to those needing vaccination in any 
place in the world, however remote and 
however adverse the enviror.mental con­
ditions. 

Traditionally, smallpox vaccine had been 
distributed in liquid form, although labora• 
torics in France and the Netherlands East 
Indies (now Indonesia) had produced air­
dried or freeze-dried vaccines from the 1920s 
onwards. Unless refrigerated, liquid vaccine 
did not retain its potency for more than a few 
days whereas, until it was reconstituted, 
freeze-dried vaccine remained highly potent 
for over a month at ambient temperatures, 
even under tropical conditions. During the 
period after the Second World War, freeze­
dried vaccine prepared in France was being 
used in francophone Africa and by the mid-
1950s producers in several countries had 
developed freeze-dried vaccine production on 
a commercial scale. From 1959 onwards 
somewhat larger quantities of freeze-dried 
vaccine began to be used for smallpox vacci­
nation in tropical countries, but its extensive 
use throughout the world dates from t 967-
1968. After 1971 it was the only kind of 
vaccine used in any country engaged in a 
national smallpox eradication programme. 

In May 1980 the Thirty-third World 
Health Assembly, after it had declared that 
smallpox had been eradicated throughout the 
world, recommended that smallpox vacci­
nation should be discontinued, except for in­
vestigators at special risk. By 1985, smallpox 
vaccine production had been stopped in most 
countries and in no country in the world is 
smallpox vaccination routinely conducted in 
the civilian population. Vaccine reserves arc 
being kept for emergencies by WHO and by 
the health authorities of some 20 countries 
(sec Chapter 28). Thus smallpox vaccination 
has gone full circle. Introduced by Jenner in 
1798, it came to be used all over the world 
until, with the eradication of the disease that 
it was designed to control, its use has now 
been abandoned, except for military person­
nel in some countries. Jenner's prediction, 
in the paper reproduced in Chapter 6, that 
" ... the annihilation of the Small Pox, the 
most dreadful scourge of the human species, 
must be the result of this practice" has been 
fulfilled, making smallpox vaccination 
redundant. 

An interesting sequel to this history of the 
rise and fall of smallpox vaccination is that 
vaccinia virus is currently showing consider­
able promise as a vector for genes specifying 
protective antigens against a variety of other 
infectious agents (sec box� If the results 
of current research fulfil expectations, 
"smallpox" vaccine may make a comeback u a 
vehicle for providing simultaneous active 
immunization against a number of selected 
viral or protozoal diseases. It has the advan­
tages of heat stability and case of administra­
tion, but the risk of complications will need to 
be carefully weighed and perhaps a more 
attenuated strain sought (Quinnan, 1985� 

In this chapter, various aspects of vaccine 
production and vaccination will be described 
in terms of practices that came into operation 
after the Intensified Smallpox Eradication 
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Use o( Vaccinia Virus as a Vector for Other Genes

The large genome of vaccinia virus contains a substantial amount of redundant DNA, as 
judged by the ability of mutants which have undergone large deletions to replicate in 
cultured cells and in animals (sec Chapter 2). Furthermore, recombination and marker 
rescue occur in doubly infected cells. These properties opened the way for the construction 
of vaccinia virus hybrids, which contain genes for specified polypeptides of other viruses, 
bacteria or protozoa. 

Several methods have been used to construct such hybrids. One method of general 
applicability (Macken ct al., 1984) is to construct plasmid vectors which contain the 
vaccinia virus thymidinc kinase (TK) gene interrupted by selected restriction cndonu­
clcasc cleavage sites placed adjacent to an appropriate promoter. The continuous coding 
sequence for a foreign (non-vaccinial) protein is then inserted in the TK gene plasmid so 
that the transcriptional start site of the vaccinia promoter is adjacent to that of the foreign 
gene. Cells in which vaccinia virus is replicating arc then transfccted with this plasmid, and 
homologous recombination takes place at the vaccinia TK gene. Since these recombinants 
arc TK-ncgativc, they can be readily selected and then tested for the presence and 
expression of the foreign gene. 

Genes for antigens which play a role in protective immunity against several important 
viral diseases were tested in 1983 and 1984 and a high level of expression was found in both 
cultured cells and laboratory animals. This method has considerable potential for 
providing cheap and effective vaccination against several different human diseases that arc 
common in developing countries, as well as against some diseases of domestic animals. 

Programme had begun in 1967. Many features 
were common to the periods before and after 
196 7, but that year marked a turning-point, in 
that the global efforts to eradicate the disease 
necessitated modifications in production 
methods and in quality control of the vaccine, 
and also in vaccination techniques. In this 
chapter, unless otherwise specified, "vaccine" 
means the freeze-dried smallpox vaccine. 

VACCINE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
THE INTENSIFIED SMALLPOX 
ERADICATION PROGRAMME 

Providing the Finance 

The Intensified Smallpox Eradication Pro­
gramme was launched in 1967 after the 
Nineteenth World Health Assembly in 1966 
had voted an allocation of USS2.4 million 
from the WHO regular budget. It was esti­
mated that approximately 300 million per­
sons would have to be vaccinated annually in 
the endemic and adjacent countries. At 1-2 
US cents per dose, this would have cost USSJ-
6 million for the vaccine alone, if WHO had 
provided all the vaccine required. Three other 
sources of vaccine were, however, already 

available: (1) several of the endemic countries 
were producing large amounts of vaccine 
for local use; (2) following a resolu­
tion of the Twelfth World Health Assembly 
in 1959, a few producer countries were 
already making donations to WHO; and (3) 
vaccine was being supplied to developing 
countries through a number of bilateral aid 
programmes. WHO therefore decided that 
vaccine additional to that produced by the 
endemic countries or provided through bi­
lateral aid and necessary for the implementa­
tion of the global smallpox eradication pro­
gramme should be supplied entirely by 
voluntary donations. The annual allocation 
for smallpox eradication in the WHO regular 
budget could then be used exclusively for 
technical assistance: consultants, training, 
research and certain supplies and equipment 
including transport. This policy was retained 
throughout the Intensified Smallpox Eradi­
cation Programme. At the time (1967) it was 
thought that donated vaccine would consti­
tute a relatively small proportion of the total 
requirement-namely, that needed to close 
the gap between the perceived need and 
available supplies. As the present chapter 
relates, the actual situation was found to be 
much more complex and difficult. 
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Donations of Vaccine, 1958-1966 

Apart from encouraging the establishment of national smallpox eradication pro­
grammes, the only important consequence of the resolution on global snullpox eradication 
adopted by the Twelfth World Health Assembly in 1959 (sec Chapter 9) was the initfation 
of donations of smallpox vaccine. both to WHO and on a larger scale in bilateral assistance 
programmes. Between 1958 and 1966 the vaccine donated to WHO totalled 47 062 500 
doses (from Jordan, Madagascar, Mexico, the Netherlands, the Philippines. Switzerland, 
Thailand, the USSR and the United Kingdom� Of this amount, 25 million doses of vaccine 
had been pledged by the government of the USSR in 1958 when it proposed that WHO 
should undertake a global smallpox cradicatjon programme; they were delivered between 
1960 and 1964. In bilateral donations between 1961 and 1966 the USSR also provided some 
700 million doses of vaccine, which met the annual requirements of Afghanistan, Burnu, 
India and some other countries during this period. 

ShortfalJs in Vaccine-Quality and 
Quantity 

Since, although smallpox vaccine had 
been in use since 1800, standardized vaccine 
production procedures and reliable assay 
methods for quality control were not de­
veloped until the 1950s (sec Chapter 7), the 
quality of the vaccine varied significantly in 
different countries. Although the quality of 
vaccines donated to WHO had been tested 
since 1959, until 1967 such vaccines account­
ed for an average of only 7 million doscs per 
year (Table 11.1 ), or less than 2 % of the 
vaccine needed in endemic countries. The 
remaining vaccine was provided by domestic 
production or through bilateral aid pro­
grammes and by a number of producers who 
sold vaccine to the endemic countries. The 
titre of most of thnc vaccines was unknown 
to WHO and, even when known, the tests 
used to determine it were of uncertain reli­
ability and conducted mainly by the produc­
tion laboratories themselves. In many labora­
tories, the potency was tested by vaccinating 
10 children and determining the proportion 
of takes, or by using the rabbit skin scarifica­
tion mdhod, which was imprecise; in addi­
tion, few laboratories tested the vaccine for 
heat stability. 

Thus WHO wu faced, not with the rela­
tively small problem of closing a gap bdwccn 
the total requirement and supplies obtained 
from existing vaccine donors and local pro­
duction of vaccine in the endemic countries, 
but with the much larger task of developing a 
production-donation system to serve most of 
the endemic countries and their neighbours. 

Table I 1.1. �nlitles of smallpox vacdne dlstrl-
buted throuJh WHO, 1958-1979 

Dole ol ncclne (thouwld&) 
Yur 

�ecet.ed Olwtbuud Muaattllll 

olyear 

lfSI 25000 0 0 
m, 0 0 0 
'"° sooo 3 JSS 0 
IHI 2000 7 420 0 
1'62 0 t),O 0 
lffl ,. 7 521 0 
1"4 ,Sit 1)4'5 0 
IMS 1 6)7 IH7 0 
'"' JIOI 3101 0 
1'67 15 120 14107 1201 
,,.. 24 '49 21 316 4 142 
'"' 21 37 0 20616 5 526 
197 0 2' 264 32 234 2557 
1971 SI S◄4 44741 ,uo 

1972 44116 445'3 UIJ 
197) S2 02J 34 67' 26no 
1974 40436 44102 22561 
lt7S 3 3 141 36 )1 0 20 0'2 
197' 31 456 21 tll 36n7 
19n 6401 23 657 IIUS 
"71 USI "30I IJ OIS 

197' 350,0 040 4 3 235 

As is shown in Table 11.1, vaccine dona­
tions to WHO were substantially increased 
after the Intensified Smallpox Eradication 
Programme was initiated in 196 7. In the early 
days of the programme, one of the difficulties 
in increasing the amounts donated was that 
laboratories producing smallpox vaccine in 
most countries had only a limited capacity 
that was barely enough to meet their national 
programme requirements, let alone help to 
supply the very much larger amounts of 
vaccine needed for a global eradication 
programme. 
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Before 1967 provisions for testing the 
vaccine were complicated and slow, arrange­
ments for shipping vaccine from the produc­
ers to the recipient country were complex and 
resulted in many delays, and WHO had no 
access to reserve supplies of vaccine for 
immediate shipment in an emergency. The 
problem was overcome when distributfon was 
centralized through the Smallpox Eradica­
tion unit in Geneva. 

WHO SURVEY OF VACCINE

PRODUCERS 

Faced with the prob)ems of meeting the 
basic requirement for smallpox eradication­
namcly, adequate amounts of a potent and 
stable vaccine and a system for distributing it 
to the countries in which it was needed-the 
Smallpox Eradication unit decided to con­
duct a survey of vaccine producers through­
out the world. The objective was to gather 
information on the quality of the smallpox 
vaccines then in use and on the production 
capacity, production methods and the kind of 
qualuy control practised in different coun­
tries. This would provide a factual basis for 
introducing rnto vaccine production and use 
the changes needed to ensure that sufficient 
quantities of vaccine of suitable quality were 
avaj)able for the global eradication pro­
gramme. Arita, then medical officer with the 
unit, took primary responsibility for this task. 

In February 1967 the unit tried to identify 
all present or planned production facilities for 
freeze-dried vaccine and dispatched question­
naires ( Plate 11.1) to the laboratories con­
cerned, requesting information on the 
method of freeze-drying, the strain of vac­
cinia virus used, the method of growing the 
virus, the number of doses �r vial or am­
poule, and the results of testing. Of 77 
laboratories contacted in 52 countries, 59 in 
44 countries replied (Table 11.2). The infor­
mation obtained by means of the survey is 
summarized below. 

Methods of Vaccine Production 

In 51 of the 59 laboratories, vaccinia virus 
was harvested from the skin of calves (39) or 
sheep (12); 6 laborato·rics were producing 
vaccine from water-buffaloes, 3 on the chorio­
allantoic (CA) membrane of chick embryos 

Table 11.2. WHO survey, 1967: numbersoflabora­
torles throu&hout the world produclnc 
freeze-dried smallpox vaccine, and 
numbers respondln& to the WHO 
questionnaire 

� of labonl«lft 

C-,.,«aru 

Toul Number su,,lylnl 
lnf-1on to WHO 

Africa 

ElMopla 
EIYJI( 
Kenya 
Houmbique 

llwanda 

SouctlAfrla 
Tun1ua I 
Zalrt I 

Total I 

A,wicM 

Arpnllnl 
lollvla 
lrull .. .. 

Canada 2 2 

Chile I I 

Colombia I I 

EaiM« I 
Pm, I 

USA l 3 

v-zue1a I I 

Toul 16 13 

Asia and OceUMA 
Aumllla 
lanc'adesh 
Surma 
China (Province of Taiwan) 
Democntlc Kampuchea 

.. lndla .. 

lndonttla I I 

Iran I I 

Iraq I I 

Japan 6 I 

New Zuland I I 
Phlllpplne1 I I 
Syrian Arlb llepubllc I I 
Thalland I I 

Total ll 16 

Europe 
Ausuta I I 
Bel&lum I I 
&ulpna I I 
uechollovuia I I 

Flnland I I 

Franca l l 
Germany, fedenl .blk of l l 

Hun&ary I I 
Italy l 3 
Nelherbnds I I 
Porwpl I I 

Sweden I 
Swtuerlancl I 
Turkey I 
USSll 6 

Unlud KJn&dom I 
Yupavta 

Toul 28 22 
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Fll'ZZl�m> SNAU.PQI Vaa:II& rKCl>UCTIClf 
ii ootvmun LiPMimuz4 

l. IABCJIUOlI ffta>UCIID rRD.:Zl•MUEl) .31-llLLPOX VAC<.III.
1.1 • .._ ot IAbontCII')'"" lle41f!l leN&Nll Luoratorz, ldNllle leua

__ _,PL11u91. loir ,01,1, ltJ.n\l, ltm 
1.). la• ot Di.-ctc-r __ Dr.:_::N::.:.O:.:•:.:lo::al!:.:f:.:f:--------------
1.4. •• ct per11a; •Uncti, 

n1pon1�le tor �ction Dr. o.L.Tiaae 

,tllb_ �!.1�LH.:J!!.P.!.!..��� 
2. E..UIPttllT FOK �CIJUCTION

2.1. Fn1ir.1--u-ier
-Y!!d• ,o.,.z., .•. 

Q\aanU!( 
1 

2. 2. Type .. r container
ot final prcduct 1 

3, fRCOOCTICII 
), l, St.rain ot Tirul 

tor 1.-d lot 

3,2. Vaccine produced 1 

bpc'Ule herMU- r., na1• w1 th 
O Other , acal],y ■eale!. I.W na:-tbwr 1t.oppar 

It <-ther, plel!KI lp■CilJ ________ _ 

T>'r-; and t-r1o! h11tcq ot orS,in 

Li•ltr IuUh\!1 m.n .... , ••rh1 !!41•M 

---------------

1n the ■kin ot 11Tinc anu.la !il Sp■ttUt kind of anJMl ''"'

1n the chick nheyc a 
in tiuue culture a Sp■cil)' th• kind ct 

tiHuo mltw'• 
3, 3, llmcer ct d ·He 1n each tinll contaiMr*, it> 

4. RESULTS CF n.STil«i ON nit 11.3? lN\::.l
SOCCEssm; FILLD«J LOTS (Flw.L wrs) t:E V£(X;Di. ..

F1llinc Lot llo. ID 1ft 
IP 19 
020 

� 2S � � Otber 

111,tenq ( mJ) Jlactarial 
CNDU/al 

at ,0c at 37°c 
- atter4vua

,., z ,Q
a 

,,a -108 100 
,., s 1Q

8 
,., s 20

8 JOO 
f•J a 108 1•Z a 108 

lAA
U WIT srobleu related to WHO r1quir•1at.1, pleaae 1p■c11)' _______ _ 

S. DOS!S <JI VACCDI! fft<DUCZD DI 1966 1 Inn dot... lo, ot till1n1 lot.a _ 

�- l'Off:ITllL l'IIODOCTIOII CU'lCm UNDER IUSEJCT CXN>ITICIIS I �·· aaaaall, 

7 • Rltul! _ ___. .. _,....,, , .. ea..at.ElrtL.180 ... l..,7J1•ut ..... esueut1.1Jaelt-.J�•....,ee._.w._•ai•ueut.at...iM .. N-.te .. st .. --... •-•---
4elS1es:r of eerte■e t■ •t• le re!r ,..,Jee et reeetv 

.------- ... ui .. ■t. 
Pllue ettacb 3 -.pi.. of •cb .-cllap vith diluD\, 

"r..ta DOW are detallod 1n 111tO Tecbllical Jle.,.-t. Seriu lo • .32), 8atllfo! Yaedm, 
PartA, J.J.41 ).).SJ S,2,lJ S.S. �-4 

,1ate I I .I. Sample questJOMalre circulated by the Smalpox Eradication unit In 1967 to al Identified smalpox 
vaccine producers In countries accessible to WHO. 
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Table 11.3. WHO survey, 1967: vacclnlfer or medium used for vaccine production 

COlldMlll 
�ofp,oducan Calf SI-, Wacer-tluffalo Ollck lffltlryo r..,. cu1cure 

NflortlnC 

A"1ca I .. J 
MWtal IJ 10 J 
A1aw<>c.an1a " 7 .. 5 -

Europe 12 11• s• )' 

Toul s, )t' 12• ' J )I 

'Ont laboratory employed both a,,,. Md.,_, u ncdnlfen • wel • cultur9d bovine embryo fllwg"uu, wtllle l tmployecl a,,,. and 
bovine embryo fltwolllala. 

Table 11.4. WHO survey, 1967: strains of vacclnl.a virus used for vaccine production 

Strain UMd 

Condnent 
� of producen lllter New York Oty 

,..,. a- Ocher' Unkftowtl 
,-,onms loard of Health 

Africa I J I J 
Amerlcu 13 J 7 l I 
,..., and Oceanll " 10 l I J 
Europe 2l 7 l ) I 2 

Toul s, 23 7 7 J 13 ' 

'Includes the followln& wal111: Aolu, loheml,, lordaux, Ch,mbon, Hlmbur&, Ikeda, t1mlchuMtu "'• Vi.ma. 

and 3 in tissue culture (bovine embryo fibro­
blasts). These results confirmed that smallpox 
vaccine of animal skin origin was by far the 
most extensively used throughout the world, 
in both developed and developing countries 
(Table 11.3). 

Lyophilization equipment used in the dif­
ferent laboratories had bttn produced by at 
least 11 different manufacturers-in Czecho­
slovakia, France, the German Democratic 
Republic, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
Japan, the United Kingdom and the USA. 

Strains or Vaccinia Virus 

Many different strains of vaccinia virus 
were in use for vaccine production, although 
it is probable that some of these had a 
common ancestry. Of the 59 laboratories that 
responded, 23 employed the Lister strain, 7 
the New York City Board of Health strain, 
and 7 the Paris strain. The remaining 22 
laboratories used a number of different 
strains, none of which was used by more than 

3 laboratories (Table 11.4). Furthermore, it 
was doubtful whether all the strains were 
correctly described. For example, in a labora­
tory in Africa it was found that the strain used 
was a mixture of vaccinia and cowpox viruses. 
Moreover, the different passage histories of 
what were nominally the same strains of 
vaccinia virus undoubtedly resulted in sub­
stantial differences in their biological 
properties. 

Number of Doses per Container 

In most countries there was, in general, 
little communication between those produc­
ing vaccine and those administering it in the 
field. Government laboratories were called on 
to produce a specified number of doses of 
smallpox vaccine each year, and the producers 
found it much less expensive to dry the 
vaccine in large ampoules. Likewise, commer­
cial producen, who sold vaccine by the dose, 
preferred to package it in large containers. 
Few producen understood the logistic 
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problem that this posed for field staff, nor did 
they consider that, after reconstitution, much 
of the vaccine in large ampoules might be 
kept for a Jong time before being used (and 
thus lose potency), or else be discarded. 

Ampoules and vials of various sizes were 
used in the different laboratories. Most pro­
ducen regarded a "d06C" as being 0.01 ml of 
reconstituted vaccine. About one-third of the 
laboratories supplied vaccine in containers of 
2 or more different sizes, holding from 10 
to more than 500 doses. More than 70% of 
vials on which the number of doses was 
indicated contained 100 doses or more. 

Initial Potency 

Information was requested from each 
laboratory on the initial potency, heat stabil­
ity and bacterial counts of the last 3 batches of 
vaccine produc,ed. Of the 59 laboratories, only 
31 reported that the initial potency of the 
vaccine met WHO standards (sec Chapter 7) 
in all 3 production batches on which they 
were asked to report (Table 11.5). Even this 
figure may have been an overestimate, since 
the assays were carried out in the production 
laboratories and were not independently veri-

fied. In 48 laboratories, potency was measured 
on the CA membrane, 1.0 x 101 pock­
forming units per ml or higher being 
regarded as a satisfactory titre. Of these 48 
laboratories, 2 recorded the potency in such a 
manner as to suggest that this assay procedure 
was not well understood, while 5 recorded 
results determined by the rabbit scarification 
technique, which was much less accurate than 
pock counting on the CA membrane. 

Heat Stability 

The results of tests to determine the heat 
stability of the vaccine were much less 
satisfactory than those for initial potency, 
although heat stability was very important 
since most of the vaccine required for the 
global smallpox eradication programme was 
to be used in tropical regions. Only 16 out of 
59 laboratories recorded satisfactory results 
for all lots tested (titre of not less than 10'.0 
pock-forming units per ml after incubation of 
dried vaccine at 37 °C for 4 weeks); 23 
laboratories reported some or all lots to be 
unsatisfactory (Table 11.6), while 15 failed to 
report on heat stability, probably because the 
necessary tests were never carried ouL Of the 
batches with unsatisfactory heat stability, the 

Table 11.5. WHO survey, 1967: Initial potency of 3 production lots of vaccine 

Continent 
Nu,nbw of prockan Al 3 locs Some locs Nolocs Aahbltskln No report 

reponlnc � latllfactory lltlafKtery 1111ycriy 

Afrta • .. 2 I 

Amertas 13 ' .. I I 

AllaanctOcanla " ' 2 I 3 
Europe 22 12 ' 2 2 

Total St 31 14 3 5 ' 

'Title of not leM t'- IOU pod-formlnc unks. 

Table 11.6. WHO survey, 1967: sublllty after◄ weeks at 37 •c of 3 production lots of vaccine 

Co,iclnent 
Nu,nbw of producers Al 3 locs Some locs No locs 

No report 
rwportlflC udlfaaory' utldaaory utldactory 

Africa • 2 I 3 I 

Afflerk:11 13 2 2 3 5 
A11aanc10ma,u " 5 3 I ' 

Europe 22 7 5 5 3 

Total s, " II 12 15 

'TIUe of not '- t'- IOU pod-fOfflllflC unltL 
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Table 11.7. WHO survey. 1967: bacterlaJ content• of vaccines 

Numberolproducwl Number of 
� beUNI 

Afrta I " 

Amertcal 12 JI 

AllaandOceMia I) )) 

Europe 20 ss 

Toul SJ 131 

, Vlable --,athopnk bacteria. 
•\JllaClcepUble by WHO Malldlrds. 

titre of about half was reduced to less than 
107 

•
5 pock-forming units per ml after heating. 

Bacterial Count 

Since most smallpox vaccine was produced 
in animal skin, bacteriological sterility was 
not attainable. WHO standards required that 
the bacterial count should be less than 500 
microorganisms per ml and that no patho­
genic bacteria should be present. Satis­
factory results were obtained in most labora­
tories (Table 1 t.7); of 138 batches on which 
reports were supplied. in only 12 was the 
maximum acceptable count exceeded. These 
came from 8 different laboratories, distribut­
ed over 4 continents. Of the 50 lots for which 
a bacterial plate count of zero (per ml) was 
recorded, 10 were produced in chick embryos 
or tissue culture. in 3 countries. 

F.STABLISHMENT OF THE WHO 

REFERENCE CENTRES FOR 
SMALLPOX VACCINE 

The results of the survey confirmed early 
misgivings about the quality of the vaccine 
being supplied for use in endemic countries. It 
was clear that WHO needed a mechanism for 
the periodic testing of vaccine supplied to the 
eradication programme, whether by donation 
to the Organization. through bilateral assist­
ance agreements or by local production in 
the endemic countries. 

WHO docs not have laboratories attached 
directly to it, either at Headquarten or in the 
regional offices. For purposes of quality 
control of the vaccine, therefore, the Organi­
zation had to make contractual service agree-

laaertalcountperml 

0 1-, 10-" 100-4" .-soob 

2 2 12 ) 

ll 2 2 2 ) 

7 ) 10 10 ) 

" s 14 14 J 

so 10 21 JI 12 

rnents with appropriate laboratories whereby 
they would undertake to conduct specified 
tests. 

In December 1966 the Connaught Medical 
Research Laboratories, Univenity of Toron­
to, Canada. had accepted a contract from 
the WHO Regional Office for the Americas 
for the provision of technical services to 
improve the quality of smallpox vaccine being 
produced by laboratories in that region (see 
Chapter 12). The services involved included 
an evaluation of existing smallpox vaccine 
production facilities and their personnel in 
the region, the provision of training for 
production personnel. and advice on the 
selection of equipment necessary for the 
production and testing of smallpox vaccines 
being produced in the region. Dr Robert 

Wilson and Dr Paul Fenje, experts from the 
Connaught Laboratories, visited production 
laboratories in the region, especially in South 
America, where 11 laboratories were produc­
ing smallpox vaccine. many of them provid­
ing material that did not meet WHO stan­
dards, as judged by the survey conducted in 
1967. 

In 1967, similar arrangements were made 
by WHO with the National Institute of 
Public Health, Bilthoven. Netherlands, of 
which the Director-General was Dr Jan 
Spaander. The head of the vaccine laboratory 
was Dr Anton Hekker. 

In 1969 the Connaught Laboratories were 
formally designated as the WHO Regional 
Reference Centre for Smallpox Vaccine in the 
Region of the Americas, and the National 
Institute of Public Health in Bilthoven as the 
WHO International Reference Centre for 
Smallpox Vaccine. The services provided by 
the International Reference Centre were as 

follows: 
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(t) To test smallpox vaccines submitted to
WHO from different production laboratories. 

(2) On the basis of the results of tests and
special studies, to advise appropriately on the 
improvement of vaccine production methods. 

(3) To collect, maintain and study, as
indicated, strains of vaccinia virus from 
different parts of the world. 

(4) To provide seed virus and national
reference vaccine when required. 

(5) To conduct research which could con­
tribute to the improvement of vaccine pro­
duction and testing methodology. 

(6) To train virologists in the production
and testing of smallpox vaccine. 

Shortly after the 1967 survey, 20 labora­
tories in 20 different countries submitted 
samples of their vaccines to the WHO Inter­
national Reference Centre for Smallpox Vac­
cine for testing. They included 4 laboratories 
in Asia, 8 in Europe, 3 in North Africa, 1 in 
south-western Asia, 3 in sub-Saharan Africa 
and 1 in the USA. The samples from 6 of these 
laboratories were intended for use in the 
eradication programme, through donation to 
WHO or bilateral assistance; the samples 
from the other 14 laboratories were from 
experimental production runs. It is reasonable 

Plate 11.2. Robert James Wilson (b. 1915) was 
director of the WHO Reference Centre for Smallpox 
Vaccine for the Amerlcu, located In the Connaught 
Medical Research l.Aboratorles, University of Toronto, 
Canada. 
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Plate 11.l. Jan Spaander(b. 191'4). Director-General 
of the National Institute of Public Health in Bilthoven, 
Netherl.inds, 1950-1980. He greatly facil,uted the 
operations of the WHO International Reference 
Centre for Smallpox V.iccine esublished in the lnsti• 
tute. 

to assume that most laboratories submitted 
samples that they expected would meet WHO 
standards.. 

Of the 35 batches actually proposed for use 
in the eradication programme, 22 failed to 
meet the initial potency or heat-stability 
requirements (Table 11.8). Some of these were 
from potential donors in the industrialized 
countries. Of the 39 batches submitted by 
producers intending to develop freeze-dried 
vaccine for use in their own countries or as a 
contribution to the global eradication pro­
gramme, 25 failed to meet the WHO require­
ments. The conclusion was that in 1967 not 
more than 10% of the vaccine in use in 
endemic countries met WHO requirements, 
while the quality of the experimental batches 
was equally unsatisfactory . 

DEVELOPMENT OF IMPROVED 

VACCINF.S 

The results of the survey, together with 
those of other tests on samples carried out by 
the WHO reference centres, indicated the 
urgency of strengthening vaccine production 

.."'
2' 
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Table 11.8. Independent testln1 In 1967 by the WHO International Reference Centre for Smallpox Vaccine 
In Bllthoven of production batches Intended for use In the eradication prosramrne or In 
experimental productiona 
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methods and quality control so that potent, 
heat-stable vaccine could be made available to 
the global programme. 

A number of steps were therefore taken by 
the Smallpox Eradication unit to improve the 
quality of the vaccine and to ensure an 
adequate supply: 

(1) organization of a Travelling Seminar
on Vaccine Production in March 1968, which 
resulted in the production of a WHO docu­
ment on production methodology; 

(2) arrangement of visits to production
laboratories by WHO programme staff and 
consultants; 

(3) establishment of a reference vaccine;
(4) production of seed lots of Lister strain

vaccine by the WHO International Reference 
Centre for Smallpox Vaccine; 

(5) development of a rapid heat-stability
test for the vaccine; and 

(6) regular checking of vaccine potency
and heat stability by the WHO reference 
centres. 

Meeting of Experts (March 1968) 

Although the basic principles of vaccine 
production and testing had already been 
described in two issues of the WHO Technical 

Report Series (WHO Study Group on Re­
quirements for Smallpox Vaccine, 1959; 
WHO Expert Group on Requirements for 
Biological Substances, 1966), the steps in the 
production of smallpox vaccine had mostly 
been empirically developed. Little specific 
information about production methods had 
been published in the scientific literature. 
Furthermore, the survey had shown that 
unsatisfactory batches of vaccine were being 
produced in laboratories in developed and 
developing countries alike. 

WHO usually handled such problems by 
arranging for a well-qualified consultant to 
visit and advise the appropriate institutions, 
in this case the producers whose vaccine had 
been found to be unsatisfactory. However, 
since there were then at least 20 producers 
supplying vaccine of substandard quality, it 
was difficult to recruit consultants who had 
the requisite experience and skills in the 
technical procedures and production manage­
ment, and who would be able to devote the 
necessary time to such an operation. These 
considerations led the Smallpox Eradication 
unit to conclude that a better way to improve 
vaccine production rapidly would be to pre­
pare a manual on the production of freeze­
dried smallpox vaccine that would describe 
the simplest possible procedures for all stages 
of production and testing of a potent, stable 
and safe vaccine. 
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Development by WHO of Quality Control of Smallpox Vaccine 

In t 958 a resolution of the Eleventh World Health Assembly had stressed the im­

portance of "thermostable smallpox vaccine" for use in tropical areas, and in t 962 the 
Fourtttnth World Health Assembly invited countries to contribute frttze-dried vaccine 
to the WHO eradication programme. Thus WHO had to test donated vaccine before 
accepting it and began to do so in 1962. However, the arrangements did not cover other, 
much brger, amounts of vaccine being donated through bilateral assistance programmes 
or vaccine being produced in endemic countries for national programmes. In fact, the 
WHO Secretariat held the view that bilateral contributions and the way that they were 
used were the concern solely of the two countries involved, and that WHO should not 
intervene and had no authority to impose international quality control on domestic 
vaccine producers. These problems were addressed after the 1967 survey revealed that so 
many producers, in so many countries, were producing substandard vaccine. Using these 
data, the Smallpox Eradication unit initiated a continuing exchange of information with 
individual producers, who came to understand the importance of international quality 
control 

Another consequence of the WHO survey of vaccine quality was that the results led 
governments of many countries to recognize the deficiencies of the system by which 
producers themselves evaluated the quality of their products, and thus helped in the 
establishment in several countries of independent systems for the quality control of all 
biological products. 

Pant/ of experts 

Selected experts from the following labora­
tories were chosen to participate in a seminar 
held in Geneva in March 1968 and in 
activities related to the preparation of the 
manual on vaccine production: 

Connaught Medical Research Laboratories, 
University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada 

Moscow Research Institute for Vin! Prep­
arations, Moscow, USSR 

National Institute of Public Health, Bilt­
hoven, Netherlands 

Research Institute of Immunology, Prague, 
Czechoslovakia 

Wyeth Laboratories, Philadelphia, USA 

At that time the first and the third 
laboratories were directly assisting the WHO 
eradication programme in testing vaccine 
samples; the fourth bboratory-in Prague­
had published an important developmental 
study on smallpox vaccine; and the laborato­
ries in the USSR and the USA were major 
produccn of freeze-dried smallpox viccine 
for the global eradication programme. 

In the 1960s the Lister Institute, in the 
United Kingdom, was the leading laboratory 
in the technology of freeze-dried smallpox 
vaccine (sec Chapter 7). Because funds for its 

research were derived partly from the pro­
ceeds of the sale of its vaccine, the Institute 
turned down WHO's request to permit the 
participants in the seminar to visit the 
Institute, believing that the full disclosure of 
its technical knowledge might reveal trade 
secrets. However, the Director of the Lister 
Institute agreed to the appointment of Dr 
C.Olin Kaplan, then Director of its Vaccine 
Production Department, as a special consul­
tant to the group. Early in 1968 exploratory 
discussions were held in Bilthoven between 
Dr Kaplan, Dr A. C. Hekker (Bilthoven), and 
Hendenon and Arita (WHO), and a working 
paper on production methods, based mainly 
on those used in the Lister Institute, was 
prepared as a basis for discussions on the 
proposed manual. 

First 111Ntin1, (19-2) M11rth 1968) 

The first meeting of the group of experts, 
held at WHO Headquarters in Geneva, re­
viewed various aspects of production and 
testing. Working papers submitted by the 
participants provided information from each 
laboratory on the following topics: nature of 
seed lot used for production, virus titre at each 
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production stage from seed lot to final 
product, virus yield, heat-stability studies 
of final product, and level of bacterial con­
tamination at various stages of production. 
Photographs showing the various production 
processes were cxamjned, with a view to their 
inclusion in the proposed manual. 

Visits lo laboralorits and fi1111I mttling (28-JO 
Marth 1968) 

Immediately after the first meeting, the 
group of experts visited the Moscow Research 
Institute for Viral Preparations and Wyeth 
Laboratories, Philadelphia, two of the 
major vaccine contributors, to observe the 
production process and examine the produc­
tion data. The final meeting was held at 
Wyeth Laboratories. The draft of the manual 
on the methodology of vaccine production 
was carefully reviewed in the light of the 

visits. Agreement was reached on a document 
entitled Methodoloo of Fr«v-dritd Smallpox 
Va"iru Prod1tt1io11, the first report to describe 
simple and practical methods for the produc­
tion and testing of freeze-dried vaccine. 
Although never officially published, it con­
tained all the necessary information at a level 
of detail not provided elsewhere and was 
made widely available as a document of the 
Smallpox Eradication unit (SE/68.3 Rev. 2), 
being distributed to all laboratories interested 
in the production of freeze-dried smallpox 
vaccine. Its contents arc summarized below. 

Production of Freeze.dried Vaccine 

Choitt of 1Ja((i1tiftr 

Although in 1968 the successful pro­
duction of smallpox vaccine in chick embryos 

Plate 11.4. Memben of the Seminar on Vaccine Production, at the final meetin& from 28 to 30 March 1968, 
at the Wyeth laboratories, Philadelphia, PeMsyfvanla, USA. Left to ritht. front row: P. Fenje (Canada), S.S. 
Marennlkova (USSR), A.C. Hekker (Netherlands). J.H. Brown (USA), R.J. Wilson (Canada) and I. Ariu (WHO); 
bed: row: F.M. McCarthy (USA). M.Z. Bierfy (USA), H. Tint (USA). V.N. Milushin (USSR), A. Bernstein (USA), 
C. Kaplan (United Kingdom), O.A. Henderson (WHO), B.A. Rubin (USA) and A.K. Fontes (USA).
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and in cultured cells had been reported, it was 
decided that the document should concern 
itself only with the traditional method, in 
which animal skin was used for the produc­
tion of vaccine pulp, since this was far simpler 
and more straightforward. It was thought 
better to upgrade the method familiar to 
producers in developing countries than to 
suggest techniques that were comparatively 
new and that failed at that time to give a 
product of satisfactory heat stability. 

S1rai11 of i:ardnia vir111 

It was recommended that a strain of 
vaccinia virus should be used which would 
induce adequate immunity in man with as few 
ill effects as possible, that it should produce 
compact, clearly visible white pocks on the 

chorioallantoic membrane, thus making assay 
easier, and that unsuitable strains should be 
discarded. No puticular strain was officially 
recommended but, in response to inquiries, 
the Smallpox Eradication unit advised that 
either the Lister or the New York City Board 
of He2lth strain should be u�d. The Lister 
strain was more widely used, because it 
produced pocks on the CA membrane that 
were easier to count and because the WHO 
International Reference Centre later pro­
duced seed lots of this strain for distribution 
to vaccine producers in developing countries 
(sec below). 

Sttd kJII 

The principle of using seed lots (WHO 
Study Group on Requirements for Smallpox 

0 
:r 

� 

Plate 11,5. A: Vaccine production in calf skin in Bangbdesh, using the scarifier developed by Wyeth Labora· 
tories, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. 8: Enlarged view of scarifier. 
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Vaccine, 1959; see Chapter 7) was recom­
mended and a practical method for preparing 
them was described. Slonim et al. (1969) 
showed that the viral concentration in the 
han·ested pulp was 3 times higher when 
vaccinifers were scarified with an inoculum 
containing 108

•
3 pock-forming units per ml 

than with one containing 107 pock-forming 
units per ml. To provide a safety margin, the 
document stipulated that the titre of the seed 
lot should not be less than 108 •7 pock-forming
units per ml. This was substantially higher 
than the acceptable titre for vaccination, but 
was essential if adequate yields of high-titre 
vaccine were to be obtained. 

Preparation of vacciniftr 

A rigorous schedule for cleansing the 
animal skin was recommended, which sub­
stantially reduced the bacterial count to the 
extent that very few or no viable bacteria (and 
no pathogens) were found in the aliquot of 
vaccine (usually 1 ml) cultured. 

S carifirat1on 

The recommended method of scarification 
was based on the experience of the partici­
pating producers, and an instrument for scari­
fication of the vaccinifer in use in Wyeth 
Laboratories was produced by WHO and 
distributed to producers on request (Plate 
11.5). 

Preparation of vaccine 

The method of extraction and treatment of 
the viral suspension was described with spe­
cial reference to the specification of the 
required potency at each stage of the produc­
tion. Phenol was added to a concentration of 
0.5% by weight, following observations by 
Hekker & van Ramshorst (1969), who had 
investigated the phenol content and bacterial 
counts of 51 lots of freeze-dried vaccine from 
23 laboratorics in several countries and shown 
that this was the maximum concentration 
that would reduce the bacterial count without 
affecting initial potency or heat stability. 

Before being dispensed into ampoules, the 
viral suspension was required to have a titre of 
at least 108

• 
7 pock-forming units per ml, since 

the processes of freeze-drying and incubation 
at 37 °C for 4 weeks would somewhat reduce 
its potency. The final vaccine, after incuba­
tion, was required to have a titre of not less 

than 108 pock-forming units per ml, in line 
with the standards established by WHO in 
1965. 

Sizt of ronlamer 1md for vaccine diJtrib11tion 

The volume of fluid to be dispensed mto 
each final container was specified as between 
0.15 ml and 0.25 ml, which would provide 15-
25 doses per ampoule by the conventional 
surificatioo or multiple pressure techniques 
and 60-100 doses for vaccination with the 
bifurcated needle. Although ampoules pro­
viding fewer doses were requested by field 
workers, production experts agreed that 0.1 S­
m) lots were the smallest practicable volumes 
that could be dispensed and dried. 

Ruonslituling ft11id 

Traditionally, glycerol had been used at a 
concentration of 40-60% in the suspending 
fluid of liquid vaccines. It had to be omitted 
from the fluid used to suspend the lymph for 
freeze-drying, but its properties made it 
useful for the reconstituted vaccine. Studies 
by Slonim & Roslerova (1969) showed that, at 

Plate 11.6. Dimitrij Slonim (b. 1925), of the Insti­
tute of Sera and Vaccines, Prague, Czechoslovakia, 
contributed to methods for the accurate asuy of 
vaccine and was a member of the Seminar on Vaccine
Production. 
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temperatures above O 0C, glycerol inactivated 
vaccinia virus at a rate that was proportional 
to temperature and glycerol concentration. It 
was suggested in the document that the 
reconstituting fluid should consist of a solu• 
tion of 50% (v/v) glycerol in 0.004 M 
Mcllvaine's buffer. 

F rtev-drying tq11ipmt11/ 

The document provided advice on the 
advantages and disadvantages of the different 
types of freeze-drier available commercially 
( centrifugal and shelf; Plate 11.7), and the 
ampoules, vials and rubber stoppers appropri­
ate for them. 

CONTINUING QUALITY CONTROL 
OF SMALLPOX VACCINE 

Having established methods for the pro­
duction of smallpox vaccine suitable for use in 
tropical countries, it was important that both 
WHO and national authorities should con­
tinue to test the vaccine provided, whether 
donated through WHO or through bilateral 
assistance or produced locally in the endemic 
countries. 

Testing Samples of Vaccine 

Between 1959 and 1967 the testing of 
samples of vaccine donated to WHO was a 

Plate 11.7. Freue-driers of the type used for the �nufacwre of w,ulpo• vac,cine. A: Centnfupl freere­
drier and sec_oncbry drier, with �nifolds. B: Centrifucal carrier pbte assembly C: Sealir,c huden for 
ampoules on secondary drier. D: Shelf-1ype freeze-drier. 
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lengthy process, sometimes more than a year 
elapsing between the submission of a sample 
and the sending of a report on its potency to 
the producer. Two factors contributed to this 
delay. First, the testing arrangements were 
entrusted as additional work to the small 
Biological Standardization unit of WHO, 
whose normal duties involved the staff in 
frequent absences from Geneva; samples for 
testing and reports on potency had to await 
thdr return from duty travel. Secondly, the 
testing was carried out for WHO by the State 
Serum Institute in Copenhagen, which pro­
duced smallpox vaccine on a relatively small 
scale and for only a brief period each year; to 
rationalize its work, it usually tested samples 
from WHO at the same time as its own local 
production batches. This delay, which was 
unacceptable if the assays of vaccine quality 
were to be of any use, was eliminated when 
the responsibility for testing was transferred 
to the WHO reference centres for smallpox 
vaccine and the handling of samples and 
reports in Geneva was taken over by the 
Smallpox Eradication unit. 

After 1968, all producers who donated 
vaccine to the eradication programme or who 
produced vaccine for national eradication 
programmes were requested to submit vac­
cine samples periodically for testing by WHO. 
In addition, laboratories developing the ca­
pacity to produce freeze-dried vaccine were 
encouraged to submit samples to WHO for 
testing, so that they could be advised, if 
necessary, on how to improve the quality of 
their vaccine. Between 1967 and 1984, 27 
countries donated freeze-dried vaccine to 
WHO (sec Table 11.15). Samples of all these 
donations were sent to WHO reference 
centres for testing. At later stages of the 
programme, when samples from producers 
consistently met WHO requirements, dona­
tions were accepted without advance testing, 
although samples were tested after the dona­
tion had been received, to confirm that it was 
of the desired quality. 

For the quality control of vaccine produced 
locally in endemic countries, WHO smallpox 
eradication staff working for national pro­
grammes were actively involved in collecting 
and dispatching vaccine samples and, if the 
results of the assays carried out by the national 
laboratory and the WHO International Refer­
ence Centre were in agreement, the batches 
of vaccine from which the samples had 
been taken were dispatched for use in the 
field. 

l'late 11.1. Nelja N. Maltseva (b. 1934), a member 
of the WHO collaborating centre in the Moscow 
Research Institute for Viral Preparations. USSR. 
was active in laboratory diagnosis and research and 
worked as a consultant on vaccine production in 
several countries. 

Visits by Consultants 

Vaccine producers having problems in 
ensuring that vaccine quality met WHO 
requirements, starting new methods of pro­
duction or modifying traditional production 
methods were encouraged to benefit from the 
advice of visiting WHO short-term consul­
tants. Although many laboratories were en­
gaged in vaccine production, only a few of the 
personnel concerned were sufficiently exper­
ienced to be able to suggest realistic improve­
ments in production methods, since instru­
ments and working procedures had to be 
adapted to the practical realities in develop­
ing countries. The 15 consultants and the 
countries they assisted arc listed in Table 11.9. 
Over the period t 967-1979 they visited more 
than 20 laboratories. 

Freeze-driers manufactured by Edwards 
High Vacuum, Crawley, Sussex, England, 
were widely used and, at the request of the 
Smallpox Eradication unit, technicians from 
this company visited producers to maintain 
and service equipment. 

Reference Vaccine 

The International Reference Preparation 
of Smallpox Vaccine was established in 1962 
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(Krag & Bcntzon, 1963) and is held in the 
custody of the International Laboratory for 
Biological Standards, State Scrum Institute, 
Copenhagen, Denmark. One ampoule con­
tains 14 mg of freeze-dried vaccine. This 
International Reference Preparation was de­
signed to be used for standardizing producers' 
own ref crence vaccines, which could then be 
used whenever testing was carried out. How­
ever, many producers, especially in develop­
ing countries, were unable to produce satis­
factory working reference vaccines. The 
WHO International Reference Centre for 
Smallpox Vaccine therefore produced a 
special batch of freeze-dried vaccine, No. 
6713-18, which had been titrated in parallel 
with the International Reference Preparation 
and had a titre of 108 pock-forming units per 
ml when reconstituted. A number of these 
ampoules were kept in Geneva at -1 S °C 
and the rest at the WHO International Refer­
ence Centre; they were provided as required 
to vaccine producers in developing countries 
for use as reference vaccines. 

Seed Lots of Vaccine 

It was recommended in the document 
Mtthodoloo of Fmz,-drud Smallpox Va,m, 
ProdMtlio11 that the seed lot system should be 
used (sec box)-i.c., a reasonably large freeze­
dried or frozen primary seed lot was to be 
maintained, from which secondary seed lots 
to be used in production runs were to be 
derived. These secondary seed lots were to be 
no more than S passages removed from the 
primary seed lot. However, in many labora­
tories the history of primary seed lots was 
unknown, and many were of low potency (less 
than 108

•
7 pock-forming units per ml) or 

were heavily contaminated, so that it was 
extremely difficult for certain producers to 
use the system. 

In 1968, responding to a request from the 
Smallpox Eradication unit, the WHO Inter­
national Reference Centre for Smallpox Vac­
cine overcame these difficulties by the pro­
duction of a large secondary seed lot 
(Li2K2G) from the Lister strain of vaccinia 
virus. This consisted of a large number of 
ampoules of freeze-dried virus, each of which 
after reconstitution contained t O ml of virus 
with a titre of about 109 pock-forming units 
per ml. The Lister strain of virus used in this 
seed lot had been received from the Lister 
Institute in 1961 as a sheep lymph prcpara-
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The Seed Lot System for Vaccine Production 

"The seed virus system is one of the procedures necessary to ensure that each production 
lot of vaccine has the same desirable biological characteristics as the parent strain ... (It) 
requires that primary and several secondary seed lots be produced and dispensed in 
sufficient numbers of containers to ensure an adequate supply of virus for inoculation for 
long periods of time. The secondary seed virus used for production is not to exceed the fifth 
serial passage of the primary seed virus; thus, each production lot of vaccine will not be 
more than six passages removed from the primary seed virus. 

"The size of a seed virus lot is dependent upon the requirements of the production 
laboratory. Units requiring large volumes of seed virus during a short interval of time may 
find it necessary to prepare several passages of scconduy seed lots in order to obtafo the 
required volume of inoculum for production lots of pulp. Smaller production units may be 
able to utilize the second passage of the primary seed as the inoculum in the production of 
vaccine pulp. 

"The primary and secondary seed virus lots shouJd pass the standard tests for identity, 
safety and bacterial content .. . The potency of the primary and secondary seed virus should 
be as high as is practicable and assayed periodically ( every three months) to ensure adequate 
potency following long-term storage. Seed virus with a potency less than 5 x 108 pi.u. per 
ml should not be used. 

"Ideally, the primary and secondary seed lots should be freeze-dried in ampouJes and 
stored at 4 °C or lower. However, an adequate supply of potent seed virus can also be 
maintained by the use of freeze-dried primary seed virus and the preparation of secondary 
seed virus as glycerolated suspensions (50% glycerol in 0.004 M Mcllvaine's buffer) which 
will retain adequate potency for one year when stored at - 20 °C" (From M11hod0Joo of 
Frttze-dritd s,,,aJJpox Va,d,u Prod11,1io"; SE/68.3 Rev. 2.) 

tion, and had been passed twice on calf skin. 
Second-passage material was lyophilized in 
10-ml amounts as seed virus for the produc­
tion of smallpox vaccine. Thus, the vaccine in
the seed lots prepared for international distri­
bution was the sccond passage on calf skin,
and had a high viral content. These seed lots
were distributed on request to producers and
often used immediately for the inoculation of
vaccinifers, so that the production process
was accelerated. The availability of this mate­
rial was partly responsible for the widespread
use of the Lister strain of vaccinia virus from
1969 onwards (see Table 11.21 ).

These two products, the working reference 
vaccine and the secondary seed lot ampoules, 
grcatJy simplified procedures and assisted 
producers who were encountering difficul­
tiCL When supplied, they were always ac­
companied by special instructions on the 
�ency testing of smallpox vaccine, as out­
lmtd below in the section on assay technique. 

Evaluation of Testing Methods 

R4piJ htal-rtability 1111

During the first 3 years of the Intensified 
Smallpox Eradication Programme, substan­
tial efforts were made to ensure the flow 
of adequate supplies of vaccine to nation­
al smallpox eradication programmes. All vac­
cine, however, was tested in order to ensure 
that its quality was satisfactory. The bottle­
neck in the standard testing procedures was 
the heat-stability test, which took not less 
than a month, because of the nttd to assay the 
vaccine after 28 daY5 at 37° C Cross ct al. 
{1957), however, }ud demonstrated the feasi­
bility of determining stability by assaying 
potency before and after heating at 100 °C for 
1 hour. 

In 1969, Arita, in collaboration with the 
WHO International Reference Centre for 
Smallpox Vaccine, compared the results of 
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heat-stability testing of 139 batches of vaccine 
by the conventional 4-week test at 37 °C and 
the 1-hour boiling test (Fig. 11.1 ). Prepara­
tions with an initial titre of over 108·S pock­
forming units per ml and a titre of more than 
107·S pock-forming units per ml after boiling 
always met the standard requirements for heat 
stability (Arita, 1973). Accordingly, after 
1969, the testing procedures at the WHO 
lnternationaJ Reference Centre were modi­
fied. Vaccine samples were first tested for 
stability by incubation at 100 °C for 1 hour; if 
the vaccine met the requirements noted, it 
was regarded as acceptable. Vaccine which 
failed to pass this screening test was further 
tested by the conventional heat-stability test. 

This approach greatly speeded the testing 
procedures. Between 1969 and 1972, of 337 
batches tested by this method by the WHO 
International Reference Centre, 224 (67%) 
were found to be acceptable. This method was 
also used in India (Sehgal ct al., 1969; Sehgal 
& Singha, 1972). For reasons unknown, 
vaccine produced in Bangladesh in vials 
rather than ampoules and Iranian vaccine 
prepared in ampoules consistently failed the 
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1.5 1.0 1.5 9.0 9.5 
Potency before boilin& (p.f.u./ml) 

• failed conventional heat ,ability test 
o hssecl conwentlonal heat ltlWity test 

Fie. 11.1. Comparison or lhe npld screenin1 test 
(100 •c for 60 minutes) and the comentional hut
stability test (37 •c for ◄ weeks). Open circles: 
acceptable by conventional test; closed circles: un• 
acceptable by comentic>u test. (From Arita. 1973.) 

boiling test, although these vaccines were 
usually acceptable by the standard heat­
stability test. They were therefore selectively 
tested only by the standard heat-stability 
method. 

Distrtpa,ui,s bttwm, /11I ns11/ls 

As the testing services developed, the 
Smallpox Eradication unit took great pains to 
determine the causes of discrepancies some­
times encountered between the results of 
potency tests carried out in the WHO Inter­
national Ref crcncc Centre and in individual 
production laboratories. These investigations 
often led to improvements jn the manu­
facturers' potency testing procedures and also 
helped to maintain their confidence in the 
results obtained by the centre. When a 
discrepancy occurred, the test was repeated in 
order to determine whether the difference in 
titres was, in fact, significant. Use of the 
centre's reference vaccine, which was distrib­
uted to all producers on request, also helped to 
solve such problems. 

Awry tuh11iq11t 

Some discrepancies resulted from ap­
parently minor differences in the pro­
cedures used for assaying vaccine on the CA 
membrane. For instance, it was recommended 
(WHO Expert Group on Requirements for 
Biological Substances, 1966) that: "At least 
ten chick embryos, each of about 12 days' 
incubation, shall be divided into two equal 
groups. To the chorio-allantoic membrane 
of each embryo of the first group, 
0.1 ml or 0.2 ml of a suitable dilution of the 
vaccine shall be applied." In this context, 
some producers were using 12-day-old cm­
bryonated eggs and some 13-day-old eggs, or 
11-, 12- or 13-day-old eggs as available. Some 
producers used an inoculum of 0.1 ml, others 
one of 0.2 ml. 

Dr Alan Bernstein (Wyeth Laboratories) 
studied the titre of smallpox vaccine as a 
function of the number of days of incubation 
of the embryonated eggs (10, 11, 12, 13 or 14 
days). The younger the embryo used for the 
assay, the lower was the apparent titre of the 
vaccine (Table 11.10). The use of eggs only 
l day younger or l day older than 12 days
changed the titre by as much as -0.6 to + 0.4 
log unit respectively. Differences were also 
observed when inocula of 0.1 and 0.2 ml were 
used (Slonim ct al, 196 7). Because of these 
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Table 11.1 O. V ariatlon In rautu of tltratlons of vaccinia YIM a«otdln1 to a1e of chick embryos at time of 
Inoculation' 

1.1,pof 
� A I C D E 
ofdllci ----- ----- ----- ----- ----- ,..,.... 
� (4ay,) Tiueb DlfJel11a' Tier.) [)lff.,._c Tier.) Dlhwe' Tiu.b Dlh11a' T� 01"-we' difference 

10 7.J -1.0 7.2 
II 7.t -0.4 I.O -o., 7.6 
12 •. , •. , 1.2 
IJ 1.5 +4>.l 1.7 +o.4 1.4 

14 ... +o.) 1.5 +o.l 1.4 

'Sourct: A. ..... ��''"). 
• E-,,-d • loc,o pod� unla ,. • 
Cfroftl IN t1tn otlcliMd wfdl 11-day� dlldt .-yo&.

findings, an inoculum of 0.1 ml and an in­
cubation period of 12 days for the eggs were 
accepted as standard. 

It was also suggested that the quality of the 
eggs from different geographical arcu might 
affect the assays. For reasons unknown, vac­
cines assayed in developing countries often 
gave titres 02-0.3 log unit lower than when 
tested by the WHO referenc� centres, a �ot 
unwelcome circumstance, as 1t ensured with 
greater certainty that the vaccine used in the 
6cld was fully potent. . 

To ensure comparability of results,_ 1t has
been decided that assay by pock counting o� 
the CA membrane will be used for as long as n 
is necessary to test samples from the vaccine 
reserves held in Geneva and Lausanne (see 
Clupter 28). 

0 4 I 12 16 20 24 2' 
Weeks 

Fis. 11.l. OKline with time in _titres of samples of
smallpo• vaccine of different moisture contents kept 
at 14 •c. The rebtive effect.S were comparable at 
37 •c, but the decline in titre at al moisture contents
hiper man 0.36 � was greater. (From Sparkes &
Fenje, 1971.) 

-1.0
-0.6 7:1 -o., 

I.J
+o.1 L7 +o.4 
+o.l 1.7 +o.4 

Moislltn ""'"'' 

7.1 -I.I 

7.7 -0.5 

1.2 
1.4 +O.l 
1.5 +o.l

-1.0
-0.5 

+o.) 
+o.J 

Although residual moisture appeared to be 
an important factor influencing the stability 
of freeze-dried vaccine, it was difficult to 
establish criteria for the moisture content. 
Sparkes & Fenje (1972) studied the decl�ne 
with time in the potency of freeze-dried 
vaccine with moisture contents ranging from 
0.36% to 6.7%, at temperatures of 4 °C, 
24 °C, 37 °C and 100 °C (Fig. 11.2). They 
concluded that a residual moisture content of 
less than 1 % was esscntul for the satisfactory 
storage of freeze-dried smallpox vaccine at 
ambient temperatures. However, the test for 
moisture content was too expensive and 
technically too difficult to use as a routine, 
and samples with too high a moisture content 
rarely passed the heat-stability test. The 
moisture content was sometimes assayed with 
batches of low heat stability to determine 
whether this was due to inadequate freeze. 
drying. 

Improvement.I in Vaccine Quality 

f;nural 

The Intensified Smallpox Eradication Pro­
gramme marked the first time in the history 
of WHO that an effective world-wide quality 
control programme for biological products 
had been established (Fig. 11.3). Between 
1967 and 1980, 2578 production batches were 
tested, the annual number of samples ranging 
from 392 in 1973 to 46 in 1980 (Table 11.11 ). 
From 1969 onwards there was a considerable 
improvement in vaccine quality. Between 
1967 and 1972 initial potency was unsatisfac­
tory in ◄7% of instances, heat stability in 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


S60 SMALLPOX AND ITS ERADICATION 

' 

• Most batches of vaccine not satisfactory
• Most batches of vaccine satisfactory c;, 
• Vaccine donated to the WHO Voluntary Fund for Health PromotJOn

Fi,. 11.3. Locations of various categories of producers of freeze-dried smallpox vaccine, 1967-1979; and of 
the WHO Reference Centre for Smallpox Vaccine for the Americas (Toronto) and the WHO International 
Reference Centre for Smallpox Vaccine (BilthOYen). 

Table 11.11. WHO quality control of freeze-dried vaccine: resulu of tesu carried out In WHO reference 
centres for smallpox vaccine In Bllthoven and Toronto on experimental and production batches 
from producers shown In fig. 11.3 

Nvmberof Number 
Yur 

Number of 
bitches utlsf� 

producen submitted ,�, 

1967 20 74 27 (36) 
1968 23 136 74 (5") 
196' 30 164 Ill (71) 
1970 27 310 312 (12) 
1971 32 206 15" (75) 
1972 27 311 241 (n) 
1973 30 392 367 (94) 
1974 21 231 199 (16) 
197S 21 167 139 (13) 
1976 " 213 203 (95) 
1977 II 114 IOI (19) 
1971 ' 59 57 (97) 

1979 10 IS 12 (96) 
1910 s 46 46 (100) 

Tout 2 571 1130 (12.6) 

43% and bacterial count in 10%. From 1973 
onwards the initial potency was usually satis­
factory but heat stability remained an occa­
sional problem. 

Of 1842 batches tested between 1967 and 
t 976 and classed as satisfactory, an average of 
10% were of "borderline" potency after 
heating-i.c., the potency was between 1Q7

•1 

and 108 •0 pock-forming units per ml. Only 
one borderline batch was found after that 
date. 

Number 
Unsatlsf � 

unutlsf� 
lnlwl Hat lactertal 

,�, 
pocency aublllty count 

47 (64) 32 12 I 

62 ("6) 26 36 s 
36 (22) 23 12 s 
61 (II) 27 35 13 
52 (25) 31 23 s 
10 (23) 32 39 I 
25 (6) s 20 0 
32 (14) II 20 I 
21 (17) IS 10 6 
10 (5) 2 7 3 
13 (II) I 12 I 
2 (3) 0 2 0 
3 (4) 3 I 0 
0 (-) 0 0 0 

441(17.4) 201 229 ... 

In addition to this regular quality control 
of vaccine provided by production laborato­
ries, staff of national smallpox eradication 
programmes sent samples of vaccine from the 
field for testing if the expiry dates had passed, 
or if shipments had been delayed or mis­
handled so that their potency might have 
been adversely affected (Table 11.12). If the 
samples tested met the standards of potency 
and stability, the expiry dates for that batch 
were extended for another year. After t 970 
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Table 11.12. WHO quality control of freeze-dried vaccine used In the Intensified Smallpox Eradication 
Programme: resulu of tesu carried out In WHO reference centres for smallpox vaccine In 
Bllthoven and Toronto on samples submitted from the field 

Year 
Number of Number of batcMS 

submitted 

lff7 1 3 
"" 3 41 
.,., ' 75 
lt70 I 51 
1'71 II 31 
lt71 7 21 

lt73 3 15 
1'74 4 14 
1975 5 IS 
"" I 29 
i,n 7 35 
lt71 1 15 
"" 3 14 
ltlO 9 9 

Total 3n 

there was a general improvement in quality, 
suggesting that vaccine supplies were being 
more carefully handled in the countries in 
which they were used. 

RtsMIIJ in diffir,11I regions 

By 1971 the quality control operation 
covered 41 laboratories producing vaccine for 
national eradication campaigns, for donation 
to WHO or for bilateral assistance to endemic 

Number unaatlsfactory 
Number Atlsfactory 

(�) lnltlal Heat 

potency atablllty 

1 (67) I 0 
11 (54) 14 s 

SI (61) 11 3 
13 (◄◄) 17 1 
15 (71) 7 0 
23 (12) 5 0 
11 (73) 3 I 
13 (93) 0 I 

14 (93) 0 I 
29 (100) 0 0 
33 (94) I I 
11 (73) 0 4 
14 (100) 0 0 
I (It) 0 I 

27' " " 

countries. Although there was a distinct 
overall improvement, problems continued to 
occur. Table 11.13 shows the results of quality 
control tests by WHO reference laboratories 
of batches produced during the period 1971-
1974. 

In South America, Brazil was the only 
country in which smallpox was still endemic 
in 196 7, but the quality of the vaccine 
produced in 3 of its 4 production laboratories, 
most of which was grown in eggs, of ten failed 

Table 11.13. WHO quality control of vaccine In use for the Intensified Smallpox Eradication Programme: 
resulu of tesu carried out, by WHO region 

Number lt71 i,n 1973 1974 

WHOnp,n of Number of batches Numblt of batches Number of batches Number of batches 

proclucen Tesc.d Satlsf actory Tesc.d Satldactory Te&ed Satlsf actory Teaced Satisfactory 

Africa 2' s s 32 21 1 1 24 11 
Amertcaa 11• 14 14 SI 2' )0 11 33 17 
South-EacAal, 1c 107 103 120 IOI 153 145 " 13 

= 
13d 17 11 17 IS 1' 17 41 31 

Htdtterranean 31 II 4 " 54 54 49 19 19 
w..,,.,adflc 4( ' ' ' ' 9 9 

Toul 41 IIO 153 300 240 1n 360 114 Ill 

Satldactory (�) IS IO 95 .. 

'Gulnu, Kenya. 
b Arltfl'IN, lrull (4), Canad,. Colomb!,. Ecuador, PM!. Vene1-, USA. 
C Ian ...... 1urma, lndla (4). lndonlsl,. Thall&nd. 
d lelst-, C&echo1loulti,, Finland. France, GermM Democratic A-,ubllc. federal Aepubllc of Germany, Huncary, Nechertandl. Sweclef\ 

Swtutnlftd, USSA. Unlced Kln&dom, Yuplam. 
' Iran. Iraq. Synan Arab ll,publlc. 
(China (,rOWICe of Tllw111), New Zubnd, PhlllPP'-, Vtec Nam. 
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to meet WHO standards, especially for heat 
stability (sec Chapter 12). Smallpox was 
nevertheless eradicated from the country, 
primarily because of the care exercised by staff 
in the storage and transportation of vaccine. 

Producers in North America supplied large 
amounts of vaccine of good quality to the 
global programme. However, during the early 
stages of the programme there were problems 
of lower potency with some batches produced 
in the USA for jct injectors. In 197 4, some 
batches of vaccine from Canada were also 
found to be of unsatisfactory potency. How­
ever, these were very occasional failures and 
the quality was quickly improved when the 
deficiencies were drawn to the attention of 
the producers. 

In Africa, vaccine from Guinea and Kenya 
was of good quality and was used in their 
national programmes, some also being donat­
ed to other African eradication programmes. 
Production facilities that had been estab­
lished in Ethiopia, Rwanda and Zaire soon 
discontinued production because of unsatis­
factory results in tests of vaccine samples and 
an assessment by consultants that the produc­
tion problems could not be readily overcome. 
Efforts were made to improve the quality of 
vaccine produced in the Nigerian laboratory, 
but these proved unsuccessful. 

In the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Re­
gion, excellent vaccine was produced in Iran 
from 1972 onwards and was used both for the 
national vaccination programme and in Paki­
stan, through donation to WHO. Samples of 
good-quality vaccine were also received from 
the Syrian Arab Republic, beginning in 1973, 
but no other laboratories in this region were

successful in producing satisfactory freeze­
dried vaccine. 

In South-East Asia, excellent progress was 
made in 8 production laboratories in 4 
countries, the results of testing after 1971 
being generally satisfactory. 

Samples from the 4 laboratories in the 
Western Pacific Region which produced vac­
cine for their own use or for donation were 
all satisfactory. 

All the European producers enumerated in 
Table 11.13 produced vaccine for donation to 
WHO, a sample of each batch being sent to 
the WHO International Reference Centre for 
confirmation of their own assay results. A few 
lntchcs from the USSR tested before 1971 
failed to meet WHO requirements, as did a 
few batches sent from Switzerland in 1972 
Since the 2 laboratories in question were

major suppliers of vaccine to the global 
smallpox eradication programme, the failure 
of these batches to meet the requirements was 
of concern to both WHO and donor govern­
ments. Following an intensive review of 
procedures, the quality of vaccine supplied by 
both laboratories improved so that WHO 
requirements were regularly met. 

From 1973 onwards there was enough 
good-quality vaccine, produced locally or 
donated to WHO, both to cover adequately 
the needs of endemic countries and to extend 
the supply to adjacent countries at risk, as well 
as countries in which maintenance vaccina­
tion was continuing. 

Experience with this quality control pro­
gramme provides some useful lessons. First, 
even sophisticated laboratories in the indus­
trialized countries produced substandard vac­
cines-albeit infrequently-indicating that

all vaccine must be subject to quality control 
Secondly, with adequate technical advice, 
certain laboratories in endemic countries 
were successful in producing high-quality 

P�te 11.9. Anton C. Hekker (b. 1928) wu head 
of the WHO International Reference Centre for 
Smallpox Vaccine at the National Institute of Public 
Health, Bilthoven, Netherlands. established in 1967. 
He provided Invaluable help in ensuring effective 
quality control of vaccine used In the global smallpox 
eradication programme and in helping manufacturen 
in endemic countries to produce high-quality vaccine. 

CD 
.... 

!!? 
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vaccine in large quantities. Lastly, quality 
control contributed to the decision by a 
number of governments to discontinue pro­
duction when it became apparent that their 
vaccine failed to meet WHO standards. 

VACCINE PRODUCTION IN 

ENDEMIC COUNTRIES 

In the interests of self-sufficiency. many 
endemic countries wished to embark on the 
production of freeze-dried smallpox vaccine. 
For all or even most to do so would have been 
uneconomical in scale of production. Thus, it 
was necessary to develop a policy based on 
population size, so as to limit the number of 
countries to which WHO assistance would be 
provided. 

"If a laboratory is suitable for upgrading to 
enable it to make freeze-dried smallpox vaccine, it 
should be equipped to produce at least 500 000 
containers a year, each containing 0.25 ml of 
vaccine. This is equivalent to about 125 litres (12.5 
million standard d0$CS). Countries not planning to 
produce this quantity of vaccine annually would be 
ill-advised to initiate production." (MtthodolDIJ of 
F rttV-dritd S 11111/lpox Viu'7llt ProdMtiOtl; SE/68.3 
Rev.2.) 

For example, vaccine production in a 
country with a population of less than 10 
million would be uneconomic, since in such a 
country only 2 or 3 million doses of vaccine 
would be required annually, an amount that 
would ordinarily be produced in 10 or l S 
production batches, in a few months. Such a 
production effort would not justify the neces­
sary investment of manpower, equipment and 
WHO training resources. 

However, local production in the larger 
endemic countries wu of the utmost import­
ance. since such large amounts of vaccine 
were needed. For example, the combined 
population of Bangladesh, India and Indo­
nesia in 1972 wu estimated to be about 762 
million-i.e.. roughly half the population of 
all the countries in which smallpox was 
endemic in the late 1960s. Both WHO and 
UNICEF provided substantial assistance to 
these countries, each of which produced large 
quantities of vaccine and became self-suffi­
cient (Tablet 1.14). Indeed, in the later stages 
of the campaign. India became a vaccine 
donor ( sec Table 11.1 S). 

During the mid-1960s, a number of labora­
tories in Africa produced liquid vaccine 
and some endeavoured to convert to the 

Table I 1.14. Smallpox vaccine production In &nc• 
ladesh, India, and Indonesia, I 9'6-
1977' 

..,....... 

19" 
lt67 
1'6t 
196' 
1970 
1971 .. 

lt71 I 515 
1973 10 175 
1974c 14 OIi 
1975 11254 
1976 11469 
""' 17 5,0 

' f'opulatlonl Ill 1tn (malonl): 
a.,.....10.4 
Ind&&: s n .4 

lndonesla: I JU 
b . . • dau noc recordecl. 

lncla 

11 11) 
11 173 
34 675 
53 493 
41 3tl 
401'1 
51153 

17 ltl 
132 Ill 
141 364 
107 603 

14415 

C Indonesia certified IINllpox..free. 
d lanpdesh and India cenlfled IINllpox..free. 

.. 

7 506 
20 057 
11149 
"no 

7Jn 

4 IIO 
I 763 

production of freeze-dried vaccine, but only a 
few were successful. WHO provided support 
to 3-Guinca. Kenya and Nigeria-but only 
the first 2 were successful in consistently 
producing satisfactory vaccine. In addition, 
Mozambique and South Africa produced 
satisfactory freeze-dried vaccine. 

Of the WHO-supported efforts, that of 
Kenya was the most successful The labora­
tory in Kenya had been producing liquid 
vaccine for its own use and for sale to other 
countries in eastern Africa since the 1930s. 
The Smallpox Eradication unit, thinking that 
it might be possible to develop regional 
centres for vaccine production, took Kenya u 
a possible model In practice, an unforeseen 
economic problem arose in developing the 
laboratory as a regional resource. To encour­
age the use of freeze-dried vaccine, it wu 
WHO's policy to provide it free of charge to 
endemic countries. However, Kenya needed 
to recover the set-up and production costs of 
vaccine it supplied to other countries. Y ct 
these countries could hardly now be asked to 
buy freeze-dried vaccine from Kenya when 
other countries received their vaccine free 
through WHO. 

The problem was solved by supplying 
Kenya with materials needed to produce all 
of its freeze-dried vaccine, thus offsetting 
needed expenditures for additional vaccine 
production for donation to other African 
countries. Between 196 7 and 1977 some 28 
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million doses were produced in Kenya, of 
which over half was donated to WHO. 

Bcausc of iu small population ( 4.1 million 
in t 972), Guinea did not meet the criteria for 
WHO assistance for vaccine production, but 
the WHO Regional Office for Africa was 
pcnuaded by the government of Guinea to 
arrange for subltantial WHO assistance, in 
terms of visiu by consultants, freczc-dricn, 
vaccine containers and reagents. Some t .8 
million doses produced in Guinea were even­
tually donated to the Intensified Programme 
in 1974 and t 975, but to all intenu and 
purposes production ceased int 971, when the 
WHO technical officer working with the 
project left the country after completion of 
his assignmcnL 

Mozambique, while still an overseas prov­
ince of Portugal, consistently produced satis­
factory freeze-dried vaccine, and South Africa 
began producing a satisfactory freeze-dried 
vaccine in 1970. 

In the South-East Asia Region. WHO 
consultants frequently visited the 4 Indian 
producers (in Bclgaum, Hyderabad, Guindy 
(Madras) and Patwadangar) as well u those in 
Bangladesh, Burma, Indonesia and Thailand 
(sec Table 11.9). UNICEF joined with WHO 
in supplying equipment, spare parts and other 
supplies, and by t 971 all were making vaccine 
that met WHO rcquirementL 

In western Asia, etforu in Pakistan (then 
West Pakistan) to develop national vaccine 
production were not successful and the eradi­
cation programme there relied on donated 
vaccine. After 1972, good-quality vaccine wu 
produced in Iran, which donated 26 million 
doses to WHO between 1973 and 1979. 
Enough vaccine for national needs wu pro­
duced in the Syrian Arab Republic by 1973. 

DONATIONS OF VACCINE AND 

TIIEIR DISTRIBUTION 

A total of 465 million doses of vaccine. 
wo"h USS8.5 million, were donated by 27 
countries to the Intensified Smallpox Eradi­
cation Programme between 196 7 and 1984 
(Table 11.15). Some 100 million doses re­
mained at the end of the Programme, and arc 
now kept u part of the WHO emergency 
vaccine reserve for the post-eradication era 
(see Chapter 28). 

The amounu of vaccine distributed annu­
ally to 70 countries or organizations between 
1967 and 1979 have been given in Chapter 10, 

Table 11.1 S. Smallpox vaccine contributed to the 
WHO Voluntary Fund for Health 
Promotion, Speclal Account for 
Smallpox Eradication,' 1967-1984 

Councry 0,-

ArpntlN 
lelstuffl 
lrul 
CINda 
China (Prowt,a OIi Tllwlll) 
Colombla 
Cnchoelowuila 
Ftnland 
frMce 
Gerffllll Democratic� 
Guinea 

Hunpry 
India 
lrall 

Jordan 
Kenya 
l'1onKo 
Nethertands 
Pww Zealand 
fl'erv 

l'hlllpplnel 
Swedeft 
Swltnrlaftd 
Thallllld 

USSA 
USA 
Yupla'lla 

• [)oftatlona fflMI Ill kind.

..._._OIi ... 

110000 
,, '40200 
7 7'5000 

◄1441290
◄00000
,00 250 
150000 
561650 
200000 

2 1)1000 
1 125 900 
2 750 055 

IS 120000 
26000000 

s � 
1050000 

2nsoo 
II lot 025 

I 050000 
)00000 
250000 

I 000000 
11 60025 

◄00000
291146 900 

2411 200 
2 600000 

◄65 152 ffSC 

• Uqllld ¥KdN IIOC Wied fo, chi endladon proaran_vM M
ttllpped &O a COUflCl'J Ill chi cempe,ace � 

C 100 � doMI o,f fflllltJpunau,e YacclM donated by 

lelp,ffl. chi Germaft Democratic � lndla, 1rM, chi 
� and die USSA whldl Wtrl IIOC � fo, chi 
eradlcatloll prosramme are ke,c In die WHO •acdnl ,..,,,. 1ft 
CieneYa llld l,auuML Urued •acclM fo, Jet lnfeCCJO" hu IIOC belll 
retalnlcl. 

Table 10.9. Between 15 and 45 million doses 
of vaccine were dispatched annually to the 
endemic countries, in addition to the very 
substantial quantities that were produced 
locally or donated through bilateral aid 
programmCL 

The problems of effectively distributing 
the small amounts of vaccine that were 
donated to WHO between 1958 and 1966 
were resolved by centralizing distribution 
through the Smallpox Eradication unit. 
which rented cold-storage space in Geneva. 
Each country that had pledged donations of 
vaccine was asked to send such donations to 
the unit as soon as they were available. Charts 
assessing current and future vaccine require­
ments for all countries were drawn up. When 
a request was received from a country, the 
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TOLONG HAPUSKAN 

.1lr,
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H ELP-ERAD IC ATE 

SMALtPOX 
GET VACCINATED! 

Plate 11.11. Posters promoting vaccination during the Intensified Smallpox Eradication 
Programme. A: India. B: Indonesia. C: WHO brochure illustrating the technique of 
vaccination with the bifurcated needle, which was widely distributed. 
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P�te I I. I 2. Vials and ampoules of freeze-dried smallpox vaccine made in Brazil, Canada, Guinea. India, Nether-
1.inds, Thailand, USA and USSR, and used in the Intensified Smallpox Eradication Programme.

vaccine required was immt"diately dispatched 
by airfreight. During holiday periods, such as 
Christmas or Easter, special arrangements 
were made by WHO supply services to ensure 
that vaccine, if urgenrly required, could be 
sent on the earliest possible flight. 

Despite these arrangements, the quantity 
of the vaccine held in stock in Geneva was 
always small, and often inadequate to meet 
unexpectedly large demands. le was ofren 
possible to send to a country only enough 
vaccine for 2-3 months' operations, and often 
donated vaccine was dispatched as soon as it 
was delivered to Geneva. The situation was 
especially serious in 1972, when smallpox 
spm1d across Iran, Iraq and the Syrian Arab 
Republic, the demand for vaccine from these 
countries alone reaching 17 million doses. 
The situation became acute when the out­
break lipread to Yugosla\•ia, which did not 
have enough freeze-dried vaccine to deal with 
the problem, Emergency appeals for dona-
11ons were made, and the half million do es 
of vaccine in WHO cold storage were all 
dispatched to Yugoslavia. Only from 1974 
onwards was a sufficient quantity of vaccine 
able to be held in Geneva. 

Most vaccine was dispatched through 
Geneva, but in some are2s it proved practical 
and more economical to send the vaccine 
direct from the producer to the recipient 
country. Thus donations from Kenya were 
sent direct to other African countries, from 
Iran direct to Pakistan, and from India direct 
to Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka. Several 
countries in South America assisted each 
other, as the need arose. 

NEW VACCINATION TECHNIQUES 

The traditional techniques of vaccination as 
practised in the early 1960s have been de­
scribed in Chapter 7. Two new vaccination 
techniques were introduced in the Intensified 
Programme: intradermal inoculation by the 
jet iniector in 1967 and multiple puncture 
inoculation with the bifurcated needle in 1968. 

The Bifurcated Needle

Soon after its development and testing, the 
b1furca1ed needle (see Plates 11.14and11.15) 
became 1he standard instrument for vaccina-

0 
::i: 

� 

https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download


S68 SMALLPOX A1'D ITS ERADICATION 

tion in the global smallpox eradication 
programme. Its use simplified vaccination 
procedures, reduced the quantity of vaccine 
used and gave a better take rate than earlier 
vaccination techniques. 

History 

Liquid vaccine was usually dispensed in 
scaled capillary tubes containing either one or 
several doses of vaccine. With single-dose 
capillaries, the ends were broken and the 
vaccine applied directly to the inoculation 
site. With multiple-dose capillaries, the ends 
were broken and the vaccine was usually put 
on a plate, from which it was taken up by a 
glass rod or the vaccination instrument itself 
and applied to the skin, to be followed by 
vaccination by scarification (scratch inocula­
tion) or multiple pressure. 

When manufacturers produced freeze­
dried vaccine in the 1950s, it was packaged in 
multidosc vials or ampoules, in which the 
vaccine was reconstituted when required by 
the addition of sterile diluent. A glass rod was 
dipped into the container and a droplet of the 
reconstituted vaccine transferred to the sur­
face_ of t�e skin, aft�r which vaccination by
scanficauon or multiple pressure was carried 
out with a lancet or needle. Since this 
procedure was rather complicated for use in 
the field, several manufacturers, including 
Wyeth Laboratories, Philadelphia, the major 
producers of vaccine in the USA, sought a 
better method for transferring vaccine from 
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,1ate 11.13. 8enj1m1n Arnold Rubin (b. 1917) in• 
vented the bifurcated needle while working at Wyeth 
Laboratories, Philadelphii, Pennsylvinia, USA. 

�

the vial to the skin. Many types of instrument 
were tested (sec box), resulting ultimately in 
the development of the bifurcated needle, 
which was found to produce successful results 
even when used by vaccinators with little 
training. 

The bifurcated needle was invented by Dr 
Benjamin A. Rubin of Wyeth Laboratories, 
and tested in the field by Dr M. Z. Bierly, who 
used the conventional multiple pressure 
method in order to evaluate its efficacy. The 
needles were patented under United States 
Patent No. 3 194 237 on 13 July 1965, but 
Wyeth Laboratories waived all royalties for 
needles manufactured under contract with 
WHO. 

Vst of bif11m1ttd 111tdlt1 ;,, tht global ,,.aflpox 
tr11dif11tio11 progr111111,tt 

The simplicity of the bifurcated needle as a 
means of transferring vaccine to the skin and 
carrying out the vaccination was most attrac­
tive but, before recommending its use, WHO 
organized several studies to ensure that it 
would be effective in the variety of circum­
stan�es �t with in various national smallpox 
�rad1cat1on programmes. Ladnyi, then a WHO 
intercountry smallpox adviser in Nairobi, 
Kenya, Dr H. Mayer, a WHO intercountry 
smallpox ad,·iser in Monrovia, Liberia, Dr E. 
Shafa, the regional smallpox adviser in the 
Eastern Mediterranean Region, and Hender­
son and Arita from the Smallpox Eradication 
unit at WHO Headquaners arranged to 
�ndertake these studies (SE/72.5). The most 
important development was the introduction 
of a new method of vaccination, by multiple 
puncture rather than multiple pressure. 

V11mutio11 lry 11111ltiplt p1111,t11rt. Trad­
itionally, vaccine was introduced into the 
Malpighian layer of the epidermis either by 
scari�ation with a needle or lancet or by 
mult_1plc pressure inoculation with a straight
surg1�al needle (sec Chapter 7, Fig. 7.2). 
Mult1ple puncture was impossible with a 
sharp surgical needle because it would pen­
etrate too deeply; moreover, there was a belief 
that if blood was drawn vaccination was less 
efficacious. However, the Rat prongs of the 
bifurcated needle prevented too deep an entry 
into the dermis. Experiments soon showed 
that the multiple puncture method, in which 
the bifurcated needle was held at right angles 
to the skin, which was then punctured several 
times with the prongs (Plate 11.14), was very 
efficient and very easy even for an illiterate 
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Development of the Bifurcated Needle 

The bifurcated needle was the result of a developmental study by 1taff at Wyeth 
Laboratories but the original idea an be trac-ed back to the early 19th untury (0. Baxby, 
penonal communication, 1983). .. This operation (vaccination) is U$Ually performed with a 
common lancet: but one which is fiuurcd by a longitudinal slit, like a writing pen, succceds 
rather better" (Moore, 1817). 

Of the needle's more recent history, B. A. Rubin (personal communication, 1980) 
wrote: 

.. In 1961, I started to test new methods of dispensing the vaccine while also considering 
the methods of scarification. I collaborated with the Reading Tcstile Machine Company 
(now a division of Rockwell International) in needle design. We experimented with 
various textile needles and filament guides with ltandard openings as methods for 
dispensing vaccine. h then occurred to me that a pronged needle would retain the capillary 
activity of a loop, and that it might have simultaneous utility in scarification. I therefore 
suggested the use of a sewing needle in which the loop end was ground down to give a 
pronged fork. A system was devised in which a piece of wire was cut to the right length, and 
then stamped to give the fork shape. with such dimensions so that the prongs would hold 
exacdy t mg of water by capillarity. The machine company then used a mass tumbling 
system that could sharpen the prongs of the forks of large numben of needles. 

.. The sharpened fork was retested and found to hold 1 mg of water quite firmly. When 
tested with reconstituted Jyophilized vaccine, the retained volume tended to be somewhat 
greater because of the increased visc05ity. But the liquid vaccine adhered firmly to the 
needle. Thus, when the bifurcated tip of the needle is dipped into the vaccine. a constant 
amount is suspended between the prongs, ready for inoculation." 

vaccinator to learn. h became the standard 
method of vaccination throughout the world. 

It was observed that, if certain vaccinaton 
recorded more vaccination failures than ex­
pected, it was often because they were too 
gc-ntle, partly because of the above-mentioned 
belief that bleeding at the inoculation site 
reduced the take rate. Howenr, experience 
showed that this belief was unfounded, and 
vaccinaton were advised to use the multiple 
puncture method with the bifurcated needle 
with enough force to cause slight bleeding. 

T•A--1 r•lt. Tests carried out in Egypt, Kenya 
and Liberia (Table 11.16) showed that take 
ratn by the multiple puncture method were 
in the range of 98-100% in primary vaccina­
tions and that reactions specified as major (1ec 
Chapter 7) occurred in 56-82% of revaccina• 
tions. In experiments by Dr Shafa in Egypt, in 
which the same individuals were inoculated 
on opposite arms by different methods the 
take rates for rcvaccination by scarification 
were slightly lower than those obtained with 
the bifurcated needle. 

A•o1111I of ,,.,ri,,,. The amount of reconsti­
tuted vaccine taken up by the bifurcated 
needle was tested in the Smallpox Eradication 

unit in Geneva and the results were con­
firmed in the field. It was estimated that one 
dip of the needle point lifted an average of 
0.0025 ml of reconstituted vaccine between 
the prongs. Since the amount of reconstituted 
vaccine used in conventional vaccination was 
about 0.01 ml, vaccination with the bifurcat­
ed nttdlc saved vac.cine, permitting 4 times as 
many vaccinations to be administered with a 
given quantity of vaccine. 

Dtsil" of I« •if11rt•ltd tUtdk. The original 
needle developed by Wyeth Laboratories was 
designed to be used once only and then 
discarded. However, for the global eradic.a­
tion programme it was nsential to be able to 
reuse the nttdles several times and to male 
them as cheaply as possible. In collaboration 
with a metallurgical firm, WHO investigated 
methods of increasing the carbon content 50 

as to produce the hardest possible ,tee) that 
would not rust. When this steel was used, 
metallurgical testing showed that there was 
no change in the .. hardness index" after a 
bifurcated needle was flamed in a spirit lamp 
up to 50 times, for 3 seconds on each occasion, 
but that the index decreased considerably if a 
needle was flamed for 5 seconds on 25 or more 
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Plate 11.14. Vaccin:mon with the bifurcated needle. The requis1te amount of reconstJtuted 
11ac.cfne is held between the prongs of the needle and vaccination done by multiple puncture: 
IS nrokes, at right angles to the skin over the deltoid muscle, m an area about 5 mm in 
diameter. 

occasfons. Furthermore, since the major ele­
ment in rhe cost of the needles was the 
amount of steel contnined in each, their 
length was reduced from 65 mm to 50 mm, 
and they were made somewhat 1hinner than 
the original Wyeth needle. 

D1m1hiltty of nudlu a1111odified by WHO. Field 
tests were cnrried out on the durab1li1y of the 
smaller, hardened needles. Working in Egypt, 
Dr Shafa (Table 11.17) obser\'ed the fre­
quency of rake r.ites when a single needle was 
u d for 172 successive ren1ccinat1ons with a
voccine havmg a titre of 108

•
6 pock-forming

units per ml. The needle was flamed before

each vaccmation by passjng it 3 times through 
the flame of a spirit lamp, and allo�·ed to cool 
before being dipped into the vaccine vial. 
Three lnSt!rtions were performed in each of 
172 previously vaccinated indi,·iduals; 2 by 
the scratch method (6-7 mm in length) on 
one arm, and 1 by multiple puncture (15 
strokes within an area 3-5 mm in diameter) 
on the other arm. The responses were e..x.am­
ined on rhe 6th or 7th dar after re,·2ccination. 
Comp:mson of the first 86 m�bers of the 
group �rith the remarnder showed ttuc there 
were no significant differences 1n take rales 
between them but that multiple punc1ure 
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Table 11.16. Take ntes obtained with the bffurated needle (multiple puncture) and scntch Inoculation 

Type eA \'ICdftacloft i-.upcor <:ouncry 
VacdnltJoll NufflNreA ...... NufflNreAffllfor T11te,_. 

� � reecllofll c�, 

Prtnwy � it.n,a ........ ,-awe 72 71 ,u 

Shlfl Eo,t ........ ,-awe 105 105 100 
U,-acracdl IOS 105 100 

..... U,- Krlldl JO 2' H.1 Hayer 
Huktple,-ccu,e 57 S7 100 

le¥1cdNcloft Lldnyl it.n,a ........ � IOJ SI SU 
Shafi' Eo,c ........ ,-awe 117 .. 75.2 

U,-tcnldl 117 11 ,u 

......,..� ISi 121 76.6 
Unutacntdl ISi I II 70.J 

..... U,-tcrlldl 551 ,,. 11., 

........,-ccu,e .., 40 IU 

Table 11.17. Comparison of uke rates between the first and second half of a series of revacclnations with a 
51np blfurated needle fbmed before each vaccination 

Vaa:lnadoft 

NufflNreA 
wacdNCJoN 

Finl IICrltdl " 

Secon4tcratdl " 

�� .. 

flrlt half °'r: 
...... 111-41 tlmll 

Numller Number eA ""'°' 
---4 rucdoN 

IO ., 
IO ., 
IO SI 

inoculation gave consistently better results 
than scratch vaccination. Primary vaccina­
tions performed on 93 people, using the same 
needle, sterilized by boiling, 46 or 47 times, 
produced takes in all but one person. 

N11111btr of p1111,111r1 si/11. The amount of 
vaccinia virus entering the epidermis could be 
varied by altering either the number of 
strokes or the number of insertion sites. Both 
variations were tested. Dr M. A. Rahman, of 
the Public Health Institute in Dhaka. Bangla­
desh (�rsonal communication, t 96 7), 
showed that, after the revaccination of indi­
viduals who had been vaccinated within the 
previous 3 years, major reactions were some­
what more common after 30 than after 15 
strokes, whereas 5 strokes sufficed to produce 
takes in the great majority of primary 
vaccinations. 

Possibly as a result of the use of low-titre 
liquid vaccine, there wu a long-standing 
tradition in many countries that the chance of 
vaccination failure could be reduced by inocu­
lating in 2 sites, especially in revaccination. 
During the late 1960s several groups of 
workers 1tudied this problem. Using vaccine 
that met WHO standards for potency (108

SecondhllfeA� 
IINdll Ule417-172 t1m11 

T, ... .._.., oA NufflNr Number eA NJor Tau 

f'll,I(�) \'ICldllltlOfll ---4 NKtloN rate(�) 

SU " 71 .. 61.S 
SU " 71 SJ 67.t
72.5 " 71 ,, IO.I 

pock-forming units per ml) Pattanayak et al 
( 1970) showed that there wu little advantage 
in using 2 insertion sites (Table t 1.18), and 
that the bifurcated needle wu superior to the 
rotary lancet for both primuy vaccination 
and revaccination. 

Lane et al (1970a) revaccinated 334 sub­
jects using the multiple puncture method 
with bifurcated needles, 161 of them at a 
single vaccination site and t 73 matched 
subjects at 2 sites. There wu little difference 
between the 2 groupi in take rates, and no 
significant difference in titres of neutralizing 
antibody. On the other hand, Nyerges et al 
(1973) found that neutralizing antibody titres 
were somewhat higher after insertions at 2 
sites and suggested that immunity might be 
more persistent after vaccination in this way. 

However, there wu general agreement that 
it was much more important to administer a 
potent vaccine than to use 2 insertion sites 
or to increase the number of punctures. With 
the improvements in freeze-dried vaccine, it 
was a great deal easier to ensure that the vac­
cine was potent than to change the method 
of vaccination. To make the technique in the 
field as simple as possible, the Smallpox 
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Ute of Bifurcated Needles 

WHO procured about 50 million bifurcated needles between 196 7 and 1976, of which 5 
million arc being retained in Geneva together with a smallpox vaccine reserve for 
emergency purposes (sec Chapter 28). The 1970 price of the needles was US$5 per 1000 
needles. The other 45 million needles were distributed during the Intensive Smallpox 
Eradication Programme to practically all the endemic countries in which WHO-assisted 
,mallpox eradacauon programmes were operating. Additionally, other countries which 
wanted to strengthen their vaccination programme or had to deal with smallpox epidemics 
also received the needles. These countries were Democratic Kampuchea, Lao People's 
Democrauc Republic, Malaysia, the Philippines, Sri Lanka and Viet Nam in the Western 
Pacific and South-East Asia Regions; Bahrain, Iran, Oman and Saudi Arabia in the Eastern 
Mediterranean Region, and Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Mexico, Peru and 
Venezuela in the Region of the Americas. If the population of the 31 endemic countries in 
t 96 7 is included, the total population of countries in which bifurcated needles were used 
for vaccination programmes would have been about 2000 million. 

Eradication unit recommended a single regi­
men: 15 strokes with a bifurcated needle at 
1 site. 

Detailed instructions (SE/68.2 Rev.1) were 
widely circulated and it was pointed out 
in them that, with the multiple puncture 
method, a trace of blood indicated that 
the punctures were likely to have introduced 
the virus into the epidermis. 

Conla11urs for bif11rfaltd 11tt.dlu 

The pack.age of smallpox vaccine prepared 
by Wyeth Laboratories contained freeze­
dried vaccine, fluid for reconstitution, and 
bifurcated needles in a disposable plastic 
container. Disposable appliances were, how­
ever, too expensive to be used in the global 
smallpox eradication programme, and early in 

1968, the Smallpox Eradication umt sought a 
plastic container which would hold about 100 
needles, would be cheap to produce and could 
be sterilized by boiling. The containers even­
tually used were designed by Dr Shafa, who 
was successful in stimulating local producers 
in Bangladesh and Pakistan to produce the 
container illustrated in Plate 11.15. After the 
conical end had been unscrewed, needles were 
placed in the containers with the prongs 
towards the hue, and were 5terilizcd by 
placing the closed container in boilfog water. 
The bottom of the container was provided 
with a few holes so that the water could be 
drained or shaken off after boiling. In the 
field, needles could be removed aseptically 
from the container one at a time through 
the hole at the apex of the conical lid, and 
placed in an empty container after use, for 
sterilization next day. ThC5C procedures 

T ab4e I 1.18. Resu4u of revacdnatJon of 181 schookhildren In Delhi, using 2 Insertion sites and either the 
roury lancet or the blfurated needle' 

Tkre of vaodnt Takes ac Takes ac Percen�p lmp(o"9menc Ttdmlque both llkes I or both akes (podt-fonnlfll l#IIU ,- ml) 
("') (�) 

by UM of 2 lites 

ic,•.o lowylancet 67.7 au 24 
llf�MMle '3.2 96.6 u 

107.7 �ry laluc 64.7 12.4 27 

liful'cated needle 73.7 IU II 

107.0 loc¥y lancet 33.◄ 66.7 100 
llfvrated MMle 61.l I0.6 32 

1 lued on f'a(Uftayak et al. ( l 970). 
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Pbte I I.I 5. WHO bifurcated needles and plastic containers. The top of one container has been unscrewed
so that it can be packed with needles. Holes are provided in the bottom to allow excess water to be removed 
after steriliution by boiling. Sterile needles are shaken one at a time through the hole in the conical lid. 

greatly simplified the vaccinators' work. Sub­
sequently the WHO Regional Office for 
South-East Asia produced similar containers, 
and after 1971 they were widely used in all 
WHO-assisted national smallpox eradication 
programmes. It is interesting to note that 
local producers in Bangladesh, India and 
Pakistan, in which smallpox was endemic, 
devised a plastic container made of high­
density polyethylene which withstood boil­
ing, whereas efforts made by the Smallpox 
Eradication unit at WHO Headquarters to 
persuade plastics manufacturers in Switzer­
land and the USA to produce such containers 
were unsuccessful. 

Pafkaging and in1lr11tlion shtt/J 

Initially the packaging and instruction 
sheets provided with donated vaccine varied, 
since they followed the regulations of the 
donor countries. Usually the multiple press· 
urc or scarification method was described, 
instructions were given about sterilizing the 
skin and the numerous and complex contra• 
indications to vaccination were listed. 

With the introduction of the bifurcated 
needle, a simple set of instructions in English 
and French was included in each box of 
vaccine. In addition, the contraindications to 
the use of vaccine in endemic countries were 

simplified in accordance with the policy of 
the Smallpox Eradication unit, as follows: .. In 
endemic smallpox regions or in areas gco• 
graphically proximate only individuals who 
arc severely ill arc not vaccinated." This 
contraindication was included to avoid vacci­
nation being blamed if the patient died. Later 
some countries making donations on a bi­
lateral basis-for example, India-prepared 
their own instruction sheets along the same 
lines. 

As the programme progressed, manu­
facturers were encouraged to provide the 
vaccine and the diluent in separate packages, 
so that only the vaccine needed to be stored in 
refrigerated space, something that was always 
in short supply in developing countries. 

Jct Injectors 

Jct injectors (trade name Ped-o-Jet) played 
an important role during the initial phase of 
the Intensified Smallpox Eradication Pro• 
gramme. They were used to ensure rapid 
vaccination coverage with satisfactory take 
rates in national smallpox eradication pro• 
grammes in Brazil, Zaire, countries in western 
and central Africa, and to a small extent in 
several other countries. In all these countries 
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Instructions for SmalJpox Vaccination with Bifurcated Needle 
Given in each Box of Vaccine 

1. Method for vaccination-muluple puncture technique.
2. Site of ,raccination-outer aspect of upper arm over the insertion of deltoid muscle.
3. Preparation of skin-none. If site is obviously dirty, a cloth moistent'd with water may

be used to wipe the site.
4. Withdrawal of vaccine from ampoule. A sterile bifurcated needle (which must be cool if

flamed or completely dry if boiled) is inserted into the ampoule of reconstituted vaccine.
On withdrawal, a droplet of vaccine sufficient for vaccination is contained within the
fork of the needle ..

5. Application of vaccine to the skin. The needle is held at a 90° angle (perpendicular) to
the skin [sec Plate 11.14]. The wrist of the vaccinator rests against the arm. For both
primary vaccination and revaccination, 15 up-and-down (perpendicular) strokes of the
needle arc rapidly made in the area of about 5 mm in diameter. The strokes should be
sufficiently vigorous so that a trace of blood appears at the vaccination site. If a trace of
blood docs not appear, the strokes have not been sufficiently vigorous and the procedure
should be repeated. Although it is desirable not to induce frank bleeding, the proportion
of success( ul takes is not reduced if bleeding docs occur.

6. 1o dressing should be used after vaccination.
7. Sterilization of needle may be done by flaming or boiling.

(a) Flaming-the needle is passed through the flame of a spirit lamp. It should not
remain in the flame for more than three seconds. The needle must be allowed to cool
completely before inserting into vaccine ampoule.
(b) Boiling�thc needle is sterilized by boiling for 20 minutes. Subsequently, the needle
must be dried thoroughly co ensure that the fork of the needle docs not contain a drop of
water when inserted inw the vaccine ampoule.

8. Unu�cd, reconstituted freeze-dried nccinc should be discarded at the end of each
working day.

b1f urcated needles were also used, especially in 
rural areas and where only small numbers of 
people required vaccination. In Brazil, the 
programme was highly organized and there 
was no shortage of skilled maintenance and 
repair staff for the jct in1cctors. ln ·western and 
central Africa there was a special reason for 
usmg the jct injector-namely, the simulta­
neous programmes of vaccination against 
smallpox and tuberculosis in Zaire and 
against smallpox and measles m western 
Afna. In other areas, in which only smallpox 
vacc1ne was being administered, the bifur­
cated needle, by virtue of its simplicity and 
advantages in field use, had been universally 
adopted by 1969 and had replaced jct inject­
ors where these bad earlier been used 
experimentally. 

of childhood, immunizing antigens other 
than smallpox vaccine were administered 
with syringes and needles. At that time, before 
disposable equipment had been invented, 
sccriliution between vaccinations was time­
consuming, but necessary if scrum hepatitis 
was to be avoided. The jct injector overcame 
this difficulty. It consisted, in essence, of 
a piston which forced a measured dose 
of vaccine, under high pressure, through 
a narrow orifice, thereby achieving sub­
cutaneous inoculation without the need for 
syringe and needle. 

Hingson et al. (1963) had used jct injection 
to administer local anaesthetics, insulin and 
various antibiotics since 1947, and after 1954 
the procedure had been used on military 
recruits for the subcutaneous injection of 
inRucnzavirus and poliovirus vaccines. By 
1962, vaccination against cholera, DPT 
(diphtheria, pertussis and tetanus), typhoid 
and yellow fe\·cr was being carried out with 
jct injectors in Central and South America. All 

Hutory 

In immunization campaigns in developed 
countries, undertaken to control the diseases 
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Plate 11.16. The Ped-o-Jet jet in1ector. le In use 
in Nigeria. Stepping on the pedal of a hydraulic pump 
cocked a piston In the "pistol" against a spring and 
drew In a measured amount of vaccine. The noule 
was placed against the skin and when the trigger was 
pulled the piston was released forcing a fine high­
pressure jet of vaccine Into the epidermis B: As­
sembled In case for transport . 
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the antigens concerned were introduced sub­
cutaneously by jet pressure. each being ginn 
at a djffcrcnt site. 

Smallpox nccination, however, required 
intradcrmal depo6ition of the virus. and in 
1962 Dr Aaron lsrmcb, of the United States 
Army Research and Development Command, 
modified the nozzle to enable it to deposit 
vaccine intradcrmally (sec Millu ct al, 1969). 

Dmkp,,,,,illll sldiu 

In JuJy 1962, Henderson and Dr J. D. 
Millar, using this nozzle attached to a Ped-o­
Jct (Plate 11. 16 ), inoculated 41 previously 
vaccinated young adults with diJuted small­
pox vaccine; 32 of them showed satisfac­
tory take5 ( major reactions). These preliminary 
re5ults prompted a group of scimtists in the 
Communicable Diseuc Center (COC-latcr 
the Centers for Disease Control) in the USA 
to conduct a series of developmental studies 
on the efficacy and uf cty of intradcrmal 
jct injection for smallpox vaccination. 
Millar ct al (1969) vaccinated 156 volunteers, 
of whom 16 were unvaccinated and 140 had 
been vaccinated more than 5 years before, 
either with undiluted smallpox vaccine by the 
multiple pressure technique or with 0.1 mJ of 
various dilutions of smallpox vaccine b)• jct 
injector, using the newly developed nozzle. 
Cutaneous and serological responses in re­
vaccinated pcnons rcveaJed that jet injection 
of diluted vaccine with a titre of 106· 1 pock­
forming units per mJ I was as effective as 
multiple pressure inoculation of undiluted 
vaccine (107 

•
6 pock-forming units per ml). 

Among the small number of subjects under­
going primary vac-eination, jct injection of 
diluted vaccine with a titre of only 1 os.i pock­
forming units per ml appeared as effective as 
multiple pressure inoculation of undiluted 
vaccine, which suggested that use of the jct 
injector would result in considerable savings 
in vaccine. No complications of vaccination, 
either local (at the inoculation site) or general, 
occurred in this small series. 

Roberto et al. (1969) then conducted 
studi� on cutaneous and serological re-

1 A ... ys of �inl inf«uv1ty an th15 11udy .,rtt carrlrd out by 
1itnuon In primary rhau1 monkC')• kidn� ctll1 u1ing half-log 
d1luuon Mqi6, and wrrt tspr«-d u TCI Dso pn ml Sin« viral 
thro tltt.,httt 1n 1hi1 book art upralrd u pock-forming un111 
prr ml, the publiwwd raulu ha,r bttn convmrd from TCID,0 
prr ml 10 pock•form1n1 unin pn ml, llltnl a fM:tor provldtd by 
J.H. N�kano(prnonal communicauon, I 982� The 1i11utcuhurc 
tnd,polnu .,,re about 0,9 log unn haghtt than the uira on the 
CA membrane. 

spooscs to primary vaccination in 625 chil­
dren in Jamaica, comparing the jet injection 
of diluted smaJJpox vaccine with multiple 
pressure inoculation of undiluted vaccine. For 
jct vaccination with diluted vaccine, the take 
rate depended on the titre as follows: 

T.Ju r111, 

(%) 

�97 
90 

62 

These results can be compucd with the take 
rate of 96% found in persons vaccinated by 
multtlc pressure with undiluted vaccine 
(107 • pock-forming units per ml). Sub_jccts 
who developed Jenncrian vesicles usually 
developed neutralizing antibody (2 failures 
out of 105 subjects). Scroconversion was not 
found in those who failed to develop such 
vesicles. V esiclcs and scars were generally 
smaller in the jct-vaccinated subjects than in 
those vaccinated by the multiple pressure 
technique. Vaccinial complications did not 
occur in any of the 625 subjects, and in­
f ants tolerated jet vaccination satisfactorily. 
Roberto ct al. (1969) concluded that intra­
dermal jct injection of 0.1 mJ of vaccine with 
a titre of 1 ou pock-forming units per ml 
or higher was a ,·cry effective method of 
achieving successful primary smallpox vac­
cination. 

These studies showed that intradcrmal jct 
injection was satisfactory both for primary 
\'accination and for the revaccination of 
individuals who had been vaccinated many 
years before. Neff et al. {1969) followed up 
trus work with an evaluation of the perform­
ance of jet injectors, as compared with the 
multiple pressure technique. in a well­
vaccinated prison population, using serial 
dilutions of vaccine; they concluded that 
vaccination by ;ct injection with a vaccine
containing 106· pock-forming units per ml 
was at least as efficacious as vaccination by the 
standard multiple pressure technique. 

Freeze-dried vaccine produced by Wyeth 
Laboratories was employed in all these 
studies. As used in the field in western Africa, 
the vials contained a freeze-dried vaccinia 
virus suspension which was reconstituted 
with 10 ml of Hanks' solution, so that 0.1 ml, 
the volume administered by jet injection, 
contained at least 106 •5 pock-forming units-
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considerably more than was required, accord­
ing to the experimental work. 

However, since the improvcmcnu in vac­
cine production procedures, outlined in the 
earlier part of thjs chapter, ensured that 
highly potent vaccine was available, titres in 
excess of those shown to be necessary in trials 
were recommended so as to provide a safety 
margin to allow for the effect of the problems 
in the handling of vaccine that would inevit­
ably occur in the field at some time or 
another. 

Ap plic11tio11 

Provided that the instruments could be 
properly maintained, jct injection, using the 
special nozzle for intradermal injection, had 
obvious attractions for mass smallpox vacci­
nation campaigns. In t 965 Millar and his 
colleagues in CDC undertook a pilot study of 
jet injection and multiple pressure vaccina­
tion in Brazil, the resulu of which stimulated 
that country to undertake a national smallpox 
eradication programme (Millar ct al., 1971). 
They reported that between 27 January and 
15 February 1965, 4 7 926 residents of Amapi 
Territory, Brazil, living in both urban and 
rural areas, were vaccinated, all by jct injec­
tion. For purposes of comparison, the tradi­
tional multiple pressure method was used in 
Mazaglo, where 34 vaccinaton, 2 supervisors 
and 2 local staff vaccinated 911 persons in 3 
hours. In Amapi town, in contrast, 2 jct 

vaccinators, 1 recorder and 2 local staff 
vaccinated 1335 persons in 6 hours (Table 
tt.19� 

Using data obtained in part of this trial and 
those collected in a conventional mass vacci­
n1tion campaign in Bcl�m. Millar ct al (1971) 
analysed the relative costs of the two methods 
(sec Ch1pter 12, Table 125� Jet injection WIS 
found to reduce manpower, transport and 
vaccine requirements and appeared to be 
more efficienL In urban campaigns it was 
estimated that jet injection costs were about 
one-third of those of conventional tech­
niques. They concluded that jct injection, if 
intelligently applied, could significantly in­
crease the speed, efficacy and efficiency 
of national mass smallpox vaccination 
programmes. 

CDC launched a smallpox eradication and 
measles control programme in 20 countries of 
western and central Africa in 1967, IS part of 
the WHO global smallpox eradication pro­
gramme (sec Chapter 17). The use of the jct 
injector was regarded as the key to this 
programme, since it not only reduced the 
needs for manpower, transport, the quantity 
of vaccine and the chances of unsuccessful 
vaccination but also made possible simul­
taneous vaccination against smallpox and 
measles. In 1966, when the Director-General 
of WHO submitted a report to the Nine­
teenth World Health Assembly on the organi­
zation of the global programme, he specifical­
ly referred to the usefulness of intradermal jet 

Table I 1.19. Comparison of multiple pressure and let Infection vaccination techniques In 2 towM In Amap! 
T errltory, Brull• 

PopulatJoft 

um,a•r method 
lnoculacJoft� 
vacc1ne:• 

Titre (pock.formln& untu per ml) 
DoM 
AfflOUM(IIINI) 

VICCINtloN: 
Number YICCINted 
NumberolYacdnlCon 
VICCINdonl per ffllMIOur 

P'eraftUI' of pop•■cloft YICdnace.fC 
Take rate1 (�): 

Toul 
Prtmary 
ArflCdnadoft 

'From '111,r et al (lt71). 
b Eu ncdM w• IIMd. 
C 1-.d OIi polC-ampelp linty. 

'7-4 
�wtlltlne 
Hwklple,,,..... 

11,1.o 
I drop 

17 

ti I 
31 

1.0 
IU 

IG.I 
..... 

76.1 

TOWtl 

16)1

Collecdns point lftd "wMt 1-.p" 
Jee lnjeaor 

10U 
0.1 ml 
I 

IUS 
5 

+u 
7U 

tO.I 
t5.J 
16.7 
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Scars after Vaccination with Jct Injectors 

During the Intensified Smallpox Eradication Programme, vaccination scar surveys were

often carried out to determine the vaccination cover,age of populations. Since the 
experimental studies with jet vaccination had shown th:at the resulting lesions and scars 
were somewhat smaller than those produced by other methods of vaccination, there was 
some question whether the scars would persist for as long. Dr D. R. Hopkins, of the 
Communicable Oise� unter (CDC) in the USA, studied the persistence of vaccination 
scars when he was working in Sierra Leone in 1967-1968 and concluded that there was 
�nrially no difference in persistence, whether scars were produced by jet vaccination or 
by multiple puncture. In 1982, Dr A. Gromyko, while working for the Smallpox 
Eradiation unit, carried out further investigations in Sierra Leone and Cote d'Ivoire and 
con firmed that, in 80°� of subjects, vaccination scars persisted for more than 12 years. 

injecuon for vaccination when large groups 
could be a�mbled. WHO provided some 100 
jct injectors to the national programmes in 
Pak isLan, the Sudan and Zaire in 196 7 and 
1968. Some 10 jet injectors were also kept in 
the Regional Offices for the Eastern Mcditer­
ran�n, Africa and South-East Asia and in the 
Smallpox Eradication unit, for emergency 
use. ltowe\'er, largel)r because of problems 
with their maintenance and rt'pair, they were 
Jude used except tn Brazil, western Africa and 
Zaire, and briefly in India and Indonesia. 

Vamne far }ti 1,y"tctors 

The vaccine co be used in jet 1n1ectors had 
to meet s�cial requirements, relating both to 
bacteriological ster1l1cy and to porenC)'• Be­
cause the vaccine was administered parenrer­
ally, it was t'SSential rhat tt should have a low 
to nil bacterial counr when re tcd in the 
laborat0qr. This recognized the fact that 
bacterial sterility could not be achieved unless 
1he vaccine was produced in eggs or tissue 
culture (see box opposne), and no l:iboratories 
at chat rime produced such a vaccine which 
met ocher WI JO standards of potency and 
heat stability. Ahhough the vaccine had 
inevitably contained a few non-parhogenic 
bacuria, no unusual complications due to 
bacterial infection had been observed during 
the extensive field rrials of the jec injector. As 
a working standard, a WHO Scientific Group 
on Smallpox Eradication (1968) noted that 
vaccine containing up to 5 non-pathogenic 
bacteria per ml had been extensively used for 
jet injection without untoward effects. 

In the smallpox eradication programmes 

carried out with United States assistance in 20 
countries of western :ind ct'ntral Africa, 
freeze-dried calf lymph vaccine produced by 
Wyeth Laboratories was used. Low or zero 
bacterial counts per ml were achieved with 
this vaccine by frequent and meticulous 
cleansing of the animal skin from the time of 
inoculation to that of harvest. Producers in 
Switzerland and the USSR were likewise 
successful, as were some others, in providing a 
vaccine of low bacterial content, and this 
vaccine was used in Zaire. For Bruil, the 
vaccine was produced in Brazilian laborato­
ries, and although many batches of the 
vaccine contained more than 5 non-patho­
genic bacuria per ml, and sometimes some 
pathogenic bacteria, no adverse consequences 
were detected during the eradication pro­
gramme in Brazil. 

The other feature of the vaccine used for jet 
injection was rhat the recommended titre of 
the reconstituted vaccine was lo�·er than that 
required for multiple pressure vaccination­
namely, 106

•
5 instead of 108

•
0 pock-forming 

units per ml-since all the virus in the 
injected dose was introduced into the skin, 
rather than a minute fraction as in the 
multiple puncture method. Wyeth Laborato­
ries produced a special vaccine \·ial which, 
when reconstituted with 50 ml of saline (a 
quantity sufficient 10 vaccinate 500 persons), 
gave this rirre. When other vaccines were 
used, a dilution factor was chosen to give the 
same final concentration. For example, the 
vial used for vaccine produced in the USSR 
contained the freeze-dned residue of 0.2 ml of 
vaccine with a minimum concentration of 
vaccinia virus of 108 pock-forming units per 
ml. One ampoule of this vaccine dJluced with
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Bacterial Counts of Vaccine Used in Jet Injectors 

Bactcriologically sterile smallpox vaccine can be produced on the CA membrane or in 
cultured cells. However, the vast majority of producers used animal skin, and the resulting 
vaccine always contained some bacteria. The number of viable bacteria could be reduced by 
treatment with phenol, but it was impossible to produce bactcriologically sterile vaccine 
which remained potent in terms of its viral content. The term "bacterial count zero" (sec 
Table 11.7) does not mean "bacteriologically sterile" but only that no viable bacteria were 
found in the samples tested. 

A conflict arose in the framing of standards for vaccine for use in jet injecton because of 
the insistence by experts on biological standardization that all vaccine designated for 
parenteral use in man should be bactcriologically sterile and the pragmatic view expressed 
by the WHO Scientific Group on Smallpox Eradication (1968) that freeze-dried vaccine 
containing up to 5 non-pathogenic bacteria per ml of reconstituted vaccine had been used 
for jct injecton in recent extensive trials without untoward effects. In fact, no new 
standards were drawn up by WHO. However, in 1969 the United States health 
administration proposed that the vaccine for jet injecton should pass the same sterility test 
as that used for other vaccines for parenteral use (F,dn-J RIOJI", 1969). At that time 
Wyeth Laboratories were supplying the jct injector vaccine, and although the bacterial 
count wu often zero it wu not bacteriologically sterile. Hence the concern of Dr J. H. 
Brown of Wyeth Laboratories, Henderson of WHO, and Dr D. Millar of CDC, all of 
whom believed that the requirement wu academic and would hamper the progress of the 
eradication campaign in western Africa, sponsored by the USA, where jet injectors were a 
major tool Discussions took place with the United States health administration and 
eventually the requirement was not imposed. 

about 6.6 ml of saline therefore gave a final 
concentration of about 106·5 pock-forming 
units per ml However, since in practice the 
vaccine had a virus concentration of 2 or 3 x 
101 pock -forming units per ml, the vaccine in 
2 ampoules was usually diluted with 25 ml 
of saline (a lot size easily available on the 
market) for intradcrmal jet injection. In places 
in which the Wyeth vaccine and the corrc• 
sponding diluent were not available, WHO 
provided national eradication programmes 
with special vials containing 25 ml of saline 
together with instructions for dilution. Some­
times, by mistake, distilled water wu used to 
reconstitute the freeze-dried vaccine. Vaccine 
so reconstituted caused a sharp pain when 
injected, which was not the case when saline 
was used as the suspending fluid, but it proved 
satisfactory otherwise. 

Manuals in English, French and Por­
tuguese, describing the maintenance and 
repair of jet injectors, were developed by the 
Communicable Disease Center and produced 
for national vaccination campaigns in which 
this instrument was used. 

Di1,011lit1lllllio11 of MIi of j,I mj,etors 

A few disadvantages of jct inJectors 
emerged during the campaigns in which they 
were used. In contrast to the simplicity of 
bifurcated needles, the jet injector required 
meticulous care and maintenance and consid­
erable repair skills, which could not always be 
provided despite all the etforu to prepare a 
detailed, profusely illustrated manual Fur­
thermore, the instrument wu expensive and 
heavy. With the introduction of bifurcated 
needles in 1968, it became apparent that these 
were far more functional, and in well-orga­
nized campaigns it was found that individual 
vaccinaton could vaccinate 1000-1500 per­
sons per day. At the same time, experience 
with jct injecton showed that vaccinations 
teams were seldom able to assemble more than 
2000-3000 persons per day, on average, hence 
the jct injecton offered little advantage. Thus 
their use was largely confined to the pro­
grammes begun in 1967-1968-in Brazil, 
countries of western and central Africa, and 
Zaire. 
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Otlxr j,I 1,yttlorr 

Jn 1968 and 1969, Arita coordin�ted inves­
tigations of 5evcraJ other devices developed 
by ,·arious manufacturers: the Prcss-o-Jet, a 
hand-o�nted jct injector produced in the 
USA, the Otrmojct (modified as the Vaccijct) 
produced in France, and the Porton needlclcss 
inj«tor produced in the United Kingdom. 
Some a�rimcntal models wne SC"nt to 
Kenya and their suitability was tested in the 
field by Ladnyi. None of these instruments 
proved as satisfactory as the better-established 
Pcd-o-Jet with regard to take rates, mcchani­
al reliability or general convenjencc. By 
1969, the advantages of the bifurcated needle 
had been fully recognized, and the studies 
were discontinued. 

MODIFICATION TO VACONA TION 
PROCEDURES 

Prepuation of Skin 

The principal modification to previously 
used procedures related to the cleansing of the 
skin prior to vaccination. It was generally 
believed that bacteria on the surface of the 
skin might cause infection if introduced 
during vaccination. For smallpox vaccination 
it was usual to cleanse the skin with acetone or 
70% alcohol. With the latter, such cleansing, 
to be effective, had to continue for about 15 
seconds, although even then there was no 
assurance that the skin would be free of spore­
forming bacteria. However, if vaccine was 
deposited on the skin before it was completely 
dry, the potency could be reduced by the 
residua] alcohol. 

According to the Mtt,,ora,u/11,. o" Vatmw·
lio" agai,,,1 S•11llpox (England and Wales, 
Ministry of Health, 1962), "Many doctors use 
nothing at all if the arm is reasonably clean, 
and there is no evidence to condemn this 
practice". Subsequently, Dann (1966) re­
ported that, when 1078 intradermal, subcu­
taneous, intramuscular and intravenous injec­
tions were done without preparation of the 
skin, there was no subsequent infection. He 
concluded that "at best, then, pre-injec:'tion 
skin preparation reduces the risk of infection 
and probably in practice it has no useful 
effect whatsoever". The Ha,u/boolt. far S•all­
pox Eradi111li011 Progra111•tr i11 E11d,,,,;, Arur 
(SE/67.5 Rev.1) stated that no pretreatment 
of the skin was necessary for vaccination but 
that, if the ,ite was obviously dirty, the skin 

should be wiped with a doth moistened with 
"''2ter. This minor change from the traditional 
method greatly facilitated vaccination pro­
grammes, since it dis�nscd with the need for 
adrutional material such as cotton swabs and 
antiseptics and s�ed up the o�ration. It 
was subsequently discovered that, in the 
smallpox eraruc2tion programme in Iran in 
1953-1961, glycerolated lymph had been 
administered by the scratch method to over 
30 million persons in whom the site was not 
cleansed, since the use of alcohol and even 
soap was not recommended for fear of inacti­
vating the virus: no scrious local infections 
were reported (WHO/SE/78.120). 

Neonatal Vaccination 

As has been noted in Chapter 7, in the early 
1960s Rao had introduced the practice of 
neonatal vaccination in hospitals, first in 
Madras and subsequently throughout urban 
areas io south India. The WHO Ex�rt 
Committee on Smallpox (1964) recommend­
ed that in endemic areas primary vaccination 
should be carried out as early as possible, 
preferably in the neonatal period, and re­
peated about 12 months later. This view was 
reinforced in 1967 (WHO Scientific Group 
on Smallpox Eradication, 1968) and again in 
1971 (WHO Expert Committee on Smallpox 
Eradication, 1972). 

During the intensified eradication pro­
gramme in India, neonatal vaccination was 
widely practised in municipalities and corpo­
rations, where the majority of births occurred 
in health institutions and maternity centres 
whose statf were provided with vaccine and 
bifurcated needles and trained in their use. 
Similar procedures were adopted in certain 
African countries, where births occurred in 
health institutions or were assisted by experi­
enced midwives. However, in the rural areas 
of the Indian subcontinent and in most parts 
of Africa, neonatal vaccination was not pos­
sible, and efforts were therefore made to 
vaccinate infants at the first health examin­
ation, where such facilities existed. 

THE SEARCH FOR NEW VACCINES 

As has been mentioned earlier in this 
chapter, at the outset of the Intensified 
Smallpox Eradication Programme in t 967 
the Smallpox Eradication unit reached the 
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conclusion that smallpox could be cradicatcd 
by the effective use of the vaccine then 
available. Not only did it sec no need for a new 
vaccine but it also feared that the trials that 
such a product would have to undergo would 
act as a brake on the global eradication 
programme. Since, despite the tremendous 
amount of work involved in coordinating this 
programme, the unit at its largest consisted of 
only 6 professional and 4 supporting staff, 
extremely careful attention had to be given to 
the determination of priorities. 

However, advanced industrial nations 
which had eliminated smallpox decades 

earlier saw the problem from a different per­
spective. Health officials and the public alike 
were concerned by the sickness, occasional 
complications and, rarely, death that followed 
the administration of existing smallpox vac­
cines. Virology had advanced a long way 
since 1798, when vaccination had first been 
introduced, and many workers, especially in 
Europe, Japan and the USA, sought a vaccine 
that would be associated with milder lesions 
after primary vaccination and especially with 
less likelihood of complications. 

Methods of improving smallpox vaccine, 
from the point of view of reducing compli­
cations, were extensively discussed; first, 
in 1969, at a symposium on smallpox organ­
ized in Zagreb by the Yugoslav Acad­
emy of Sciences and Arts, (Gu!il:, 1969) and 
again in 1972, when a special session on 
smallpox vaccination was convened in 
Bihhoven by the International Association 
of Biological Standardization (Regamey & 
Cohen, 1973). Three approaches were adop­
ted in the studies designed to develop less 
reactogen ic vaccines: ( 1) selection of the least 
rcactogenic strains from among those cur­
rently being used for vaccine production; 
(2) development of an attenuated strain; and
(3) use of inactivated vaccine. The second and
third approaches included attempts to deve­
lop a method in which attenuated or inacti­
vated vaccine was first used to provide an
initial immunological stimulus and thus par­
tial protection, followed by vaccination with
the usual smallpox vaccine, a procedure
which should in theory reduce complications.
A fourth scrics of investigations, largely
independent of the issue of vaccinial compli­
cations, was aimed at developing a rissue
culture vaccine which, unlike vaccine of
animal skin origin, would be sterile. None of
these attempts resulted in an ahcrnati\'c
vaccine which could be widely used for tbe

global smallpox eradication programme. 
Nevertheless, the efforts of laboratory investi • 
gators and epidemiologists in these once 
important research activities arc significant 
for the historical record. If attm1pts to 
immunize human beings against a variety of 
diseases by the incorporation of designated 
foreign genes in vaccinia virus arc successful, 
there will be renewed interest in methods of 
reducing the incidence of severe complic­
ations. 

Selection of Vaccinia Virus Strainl of Low 
Pathogenicity 

Polak et al. (t 963) reported on the patho­
genicity to man of vaccines made with the 
Bern, Copenhagen, Ecuador and Lister 
strains of vaccinia virus. The generalized 
responses, in terms of the degree of morbidity 
(the ratio of number of bed-patients to 
number of successful vaccinations), high 
fever, and prolonged fever in bed-pttients, 
were recorded. The Lister strain produced the 
mildest response, followed by the Ecuador 
strain. The Copenhagen and Bern strains were 
similar in their effects and of greater patho­
gcnicity than the other two. Thus, when a 
sound evaluation method was used with 
adequate controls, it was demonstrated that 
vaccinia strains differed in their patbogen­
icity to man. In addition, the study suggested 
that the potency of the vaccine (in terms of its 
titre) seemed to have no bearing on the course 
of illness following vaccination. These results 
supported the views held by many epidemi­
ologists that different strafos of vaccinia virus 
were associated with different frequencies of 
complications (see Chapter 7). For example, 
the Bern strain, once used in Austria, Ger­
many, Switzerland and Yugoslavia, had been 
associated with much higher complication 
rates (especially of postvaccinial encephalitis) 
than those reported in the United Kingdom 
(in which the Lister strain was used) or the 
USA (in which the New York City Board of 
Health strain was used). By 1971, these 
countries, with the exception of Yugoslavia. 
had changed to the Lister strain for vaccine 
production, and from that time on the 
complication rates decreased. 

In the 1 %Os, Dr Marennikova and her 
colleagues in Moscow collectro vacciriia 
strains from different ncci� producers and 
studied their pathogentcity, as determined by 
inoculation by various routes into rabbits, 
mice and irradiatro rats. Table 1120 sum-
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Vaccinia Virus Strains 

It is impossible to review comprehensively the origin and nature of the various vaccinia 
virus strains which have been used by laboratories since early in this century. Of 35 strains, 
many of which were used only for laboratory studies and not for vaccination, whose origin 
had been investigated by Wokatsch (1972), 7 were said to have been derived from variola 
virus: Dairen Qapan), Ikeda Qapan), Lister (United Kingdom), LMC (United Kingdom), 
Tashkent (USSR), Temple of Heaven (China) and Williamsport (USA). However, all early 
experiments on the adaptation of variola virus to growth in calves were done in vaccine 
production laboratories. Restriction endonuclcase analyses of variola and vaccinia DNAs, 
and the negative results of Herrlich et al. (1963), whose experiments were conducted in 
premises in which vaccinia virus had never been used, suggest that the so-called 
transformation of variola virus into vaccinia virus was due to contamination. 

Four strains-namely, EM-63, Lister, New York City Board of Health, and Temple of 
Heaven-were the strains most widely used for vaccination, and have been inoculated into 
perhaps one-third of the population of the world since l 950. It is of interest to examine 
their histories. 

The EM-6J strain was widely used in the USSR and between l 967 and l 970 was the 
strain used for vaccine donated to the WHO Intensified Smallpox Eradication Programme 
and in many bilateral aid programmes. It was received in Moscow in l 963 from Ecuador 
via Denmark, where it had been passaged in rabbits and calves. The Ecuador strain was in 
turn derived in l 940 from the strain used by the Massachusetts Department of Health, 
Boston, USA (Edsall, l 973), where it had been used for many years for the production of a 
vaccine with a long history of innocuity. It appean to have originated from the New York 
City Board of Health strain. 

The Us/tr strain was said to have been isolated in the Vaccine Institute in Cologne, 
Germany, from a Prussian soldier suffering from smallpox in the Franco-Prussian war in 
l 870. It probably arose as a result of contamination with the lnstitute's own vaccine strain
(Wokatsch, l 972; C. Kaplan, personal communication, l 982). The strain has been used in
the United Kingdom since l 892 and at the Lister Institute since l 916. It was passaged
through man initially, then rabbit and sheep skin in alternation. It was used in the
development of the International Referen�e Preparation of Smallpox Vaccine established
in l 962. After transfer to other laboratories it was also called the Liverpool, M�rieux 37
and Nigeria strains. A derivative of the Lister strain (L-IVP) was used for the production
in the USSR after l 971 of most of the vaccine donated to the Intensified Smallpox
Eradication Programme.

The Nrw York Cil.J Board of Htalth strain appean to have had a somewhat lower 
pathogenicity, in terms of the frequency of complications, than any other widely used 
vaccinia strain. According to the American Type Culture Collection, the New York City 
Department of Health Laboratories started manufacture of smallpox vaccine in l 876 with 
seed virus supplied by Dr J. Loines, who brought it over from England in l 856. This strain 
was distributed to many other laboratories, where it acquired different names, such as IHD, 
LED-O, Noguchi, WR and Wyeth, and different biological properties if it was passaged in 
different ways, especially if intratesticular or intracerebral injection of rabbits was 
employed. 

The T,,,,plt of Hta11t11 strain was used for the smallpox eradication programme in China. 
In l 926, pus from a smallpox patient was passed 3 times in monkeys, then 5 times in rabbits 
(skin/testes), 3 times in calf skin, 1-2 times in rabbit skin and a further l-3 times in calf 
skin. Contamination with vaccinia virus probably occurred during these passages. 
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Table 11.20. aa.tflcauon of walftl by desree of 
pathopnlcky' 
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£11�) 
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mar1ze1 the re1ults obtained for a number of 
different strains (Marennikova ct al., 1969). 
Subsequent inve1tigations (Marennikova, 
1973) showed that the Tashkent strain was 
usodated with much higher levels of re­

ported post vaccinial compliations ( 46 cases 
per million d06CS distributed, with 18 per 
million of encephalitis) than the B-51 or 
c:spccially the EM-63 strain (17 per million 
d06CS with 7 per million cues of encephalitis 
for EM-63). Likewise, the Wyeth (New York 
City Board of Health) strain, of low pathogen­
icny for experimental animals, was usociated 
with a relatively low rate of postvaccinial 
complications (sec Chapter 7). 

This work, which was presented at two 
major conferences of vaccine producers, in­
fluenced health authorities' decisions as to the 
choice of a strain, particularly as additional 
epidemiological data became available. For 
example, the Tuhkent strain, which accord­
ing to Dr Marennikova was highly patho­
genic for animals, had bttn used in the USSR 
for the production of smallpox vaccine for 
local use and for donation to India and other 
Asian countries up to 1966. It caused consid­
erable concern among Indian health workcn 
because of the SC\'erc local reactions (Goyal ct 
al., 1969), and after 1966 its production was 
discontinued in the USSR. 

Table 1121, based on data from WHO 
surveys in 1968 and 1971, shows how vaccine 
producers in SC\'eral countries changed from 
the strains they had previously been using to 
the less rcactogcnic Lister strain, which was 

distributed by the WHO International Refer­
ence Centre both as a rcfcrcna vaccine for 
potency assays and u seed lou for vaccine 
production. Of 71 vaccine produccn in 49 
countriu or areas, 42 (59•�) wnc using the 
Lister strain in 1971 c.ompared with 22 (31 %) 
in 1968. 

In Japan, compliations of smallpox ncci­
nation caused subltantial public concern in 
the early t 970. and the health authorities re­
evaluated their traditional Ikeda vacc.irua 
strain in comperilon with the Lister strain. 
Country-wide studio of vaccinial reactions, 
such as fever, the size of lesions, and the need 
for hoipitalizauon, showed that the Lister 
strain was less rcactogenic, and all 6 Ja� 
production labontorift changed to it in 1971. 

Attenuated Strains 

In 1931, Dr T. M. Rivers of the Rockefeller 
Institute of Medical Research, New York, 
initiated a �rics of puuges of the New York 
City Boud of Health strain of vacc.inia virus 
through minced chick embryo cells, primarily 
in order to obtain a bacteria-free vaccine 
(Rh·en, 1931). Passage in rabbit testes wu 
included, initially to obtain a bacteria-free 
preparation for passage in tissue culture and 
later to restore the pathogcnicity of the virus 
for rabbit skin. In the process, the virulence of 
the \'irus became attenuated. 

Two strains were used in wblequent stu• 
dies; their pas.sage history hu bttn summar• 
izcd by Barker (1969). Strain CVI-78 had been 
pas.scd 124 times in chick embryo cxplants 
and 19 times on the CA membrane; suain 
CVII had been carried for a total of 235 
passage1 an chick embryo cxplants. Rinn & 
Ward (1935) showed that CVII wu suitable 
for human vaccination by intradcrmal inocu­
lation. Noting that thiJ tis.sue cuJture vacc.inc 
consistmtly produced less �vcre reactions in 
rabbits and humans than did the New York 
City Board of Hcahh calf lymph ..-accine, 
Rh•ers ct al. (1939) carried out further tests, 
which shov.·ed that primary vaccination by 
intradcrmal injection of the high-passage 
tissue culture virus produced onJy red papular 
lesions; pustules did no< develop and there 
were few constitutional symptoms. However, 
they believed that such vaccination would not 
gi,-e complete protection against smallpox, 
and they recommended that rc\'accination 
'\l.•itb the calf lymph vaccine should be carried 
out 6 months to 1 )'Car later to produce solid 
and lasting immunjty. 
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Table I 1.21. Stratns of vaccinia virus used for production of freeze-dried vaccine In 1968 and In 1971' 
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The Rivers strains attracted the attention 
of Dr C. H. Kempe, of the University of 
Colorado Medical Center, Denver, USA, who 
was interested in the use of a less rcactogenic 
vaccine in order to reduce the severity of 
reactions in children suffering from eczema 
or with other contraindications to vaccina­
tion. Using CVI-78, Kempe ct al. (1968) 
vaccinated 1009 patienu suffering from ecze­
ma (879 primary vaccinations; 130 revaccina­
tions ), 326 by the multiple pressure method 
and the rest by subcutaneous inoculation of 
graded doses. Local reactions and temperature 
elevations were much milder than those seen 
in children vaccinated with standard vaccine 
and, except for 2 cases of mild erythema 
multiformc, no patienu suffered from virus 
dissemination or other complications. The 
mean neutralizing antibody titre of 162 
subjects given primary vaccination with CVI-
78 by multiple pressure wu very similar to 
that obtained in 45 controls vaccinated with 
calf lymph vaccine. 

Vaccine produced on the CA membrane 
from the CVII strain of Riven was used over a 
period of 5 years for the primary vaccination 
of more than 60 000 army recruiu in the 
Netherlands to evaluate whether such a strain 
would reduce complications, as compared 
with the conventional calf lymph vaccine, 
which at that time was produced with the 
Lister strain (Noordaa et al., 1967). All of the 
recruits received, in addition, 2 ml of vac­
cinia-immune globulin. The local reaction 
after primary vaccination with the CVII 
strain wu milder than that with other vac­
cines and there wu only 1 mild case of 
postvaccinial encephalitis in the 60 000 vacci­
nations, but the neutralizing antibody titres 
measured a year after vaccination were also 
somewhat lower than usual. The research 
workers in the Netherlands concluded that 
the use of the CVII strain would probably 
reduce complications, but that, to produce 
sufficient protection against smallpox, it 
should be followed by revaccination with 
standard calf lymph vaccine 12 months later. 

Tint (1973) summarized experience with 
primary vaccination with the CVl-78 strain 
in 9000 subjects (3500 of whom had eczema or 
other skin diseases) in England,Japan and the 
USA. He suggested that vaccination with this 
attenuated srrain on its own was probably not 
sufficient to provide protection against small­
pox, but that its use in eczematous children as 
a preliminary to vaccination with standard 
vaccine would substantially lower the risks of 

eczema vacanatum. Such a regimen might be 
f casible in industrialized countries, but dearly 
a two-step schedule wu out of the question 
for vaccination in the global smallpox eradi­
cation programme. 

Because of increasing concern about the 
morbidity and mortality associated with 
smallpox vaccination, the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, National 
Institutes of Health, USA, sponsored a study 
of the rcactogenicity and immunogcnicity of 
4 vaccines: calf lymph and � vaccine made 
from the New York City Boud of Health 
strain, egg vaccine made from CVI-78, and 
Lister ,http vaccine, administered at several 
dosages by percutaneous and subcutaneous 
routes (Gabsso, 1970). The rcsulu were 
published in 1977 in 6 papen in the ]Mnllll .j" 
illjidi.111 Jisu.su. Primary vaccination by the 
subcutaneous route, while accompenicd by 
lower rates of fever, led to unsatisfactorily low 
antibody responses bo<h initially and after 
standard percutaneous rcvaccination (GalUIO 
ct al., 1977). In a comparison of the 4 vaccines, 
it wu concluded that : 

"For percutaneous primary vaccination the CV -
I strain wu 10-fold less infectious than the other 
three vaccines. CV-I also differed from the other
three vaccines in that it produced smaller skin 
lesions and vaccination wu not UIOCiated with a 
febrile response. Only 30% of recipimu ol pri­
mary percutaneous CV -1 vaccination with primary 
type skin responses developed neutralizing anti­
body; in contrut neutralizing antibody occurred 
in 82%-85% ol the recipient.I of the other three 
vaccines. 

"After itandud challenge vaccination, t� 
children with previous 5Uece.sful percutaneous 
CV-I vaccination were more likely to have a
primary-type skin response. CV-I \1accinea alio
tended to have luger skin lesions after rtvaccina­
tion, but fever and minor complications wn--e not 

more freq�nL One monrh after revaccinuion,
neutralizing antibody wu present in 93%-96% of 
th01e with .. ,altcs" on primary vaccination with 
NYC-CL, NYC-CAM, or Lister vaccines. 1n 
contrast 10 only 75% in CV-I vaccinen." 

Thus the Rivers attenuated strains, which 
had been studied most extensiV"cly (Galasso et 
al., 1977), appeared to be insufficiently im­
munogenic for use in vaccination against 
smallpox. 

Workers in several other countries de­
veloped attenuated vaccines during the 
t 970s, since it was believed at that time that 
smallpox vaccination would have to be main­
uined for many yeus after eradication and 
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that an attenuated vaccine would then be 
necessary. In the Federal Republic of Ger­
many, Stickl and his collaborators (Hoch­
stein-Mintzcl et al., 1975) produced a highly 
attenuated strain of vaccinia virus (MV A) by 
572 serial passages of the Ankara strain in 
chick embryo fibroblasts. In the process, the 
molecular weight of the viral DNA was 
diminished by 9% and the strain was shown 
to have greatly reduced virulence for the 
chick embryo, laboratory animals and man 
(Mayr ct al., 1978), but its immunogen­
icity was never adequately tested. Stick) ct al. 
(1974) proposed that it should be used: (1) 
routinely as pre-immunization for primary 
vaccinations, when it should be followed by 
conventional vaccine; and (2) for both pri­
mary vaccination and rcvaccination of all 
individuals at special risk ( e.g., with eczema 
or under immunosupprcssion). Its probable 
safety in immunosupprcssed individuals was 
suggested by experiments in irradiated rabbits 
reported by Werner et al. (1980). 

In Japan, Tagaya ct al. (1961) recovered an 
attenuated strain (Dis) from the standard 
Japanese vaccine strain Dairen by passage in 
1-day-old chick embryos. It produced very
small pocks on the CA membrane and was not
pathogenic for mice, guinea-pigs or rabbits,
but produced small skin lesions and induced
antibody production after scarification of the
skin of cynomolgus monkeys. The immunity
produced in rabbits was poor but antibody
levels in monkeys were similar to those
produced by the parent strain (Kitamura
et al., 1967). Tagaya et al. (1973) concluded
that Dis was not suitable for use as a small­
pox vaccine, but it might have a role
if "prevaccination" became an accepted
practice.

Stimulated by Tagaya's results, Hashizume 
(1975) deliberately sought attenuated vari­
ants of the Lister strain by serial passage in 

rabbit kidney cells at 30 °C and su�qucnt 
selection of a small pock from the CA 
membrane. The variant most extensively 
studied, LCl 6m8, was much less pathogenic 
after intracerebral inoculation in monkeys 
than CVI, EM-63, Lister or the New York 
City Board of Health strains (Hashizume et 
al., 1973), but produced a satisfactory im­
mune response (haemagglutinin-inhibiting 
and neutralizing antibody) in humans as well 
as in vaccinated animals (Hashizume, 1975). 

In 197 4 the Smallpox Vaccine Committee, 
Ministry of Health, Tokyo, organized a large­
scale field evaluation of a number of vaccines, 
including one produced in rabbit kidney cells 
with the LCl 6m8 strain, more than 40 000 
persons being vaccinated Qapan, Ministry of 
Health, 1975). There were no notifiable 
severe complications among these subjects, 
those receiving LC16m8 vaccine being close­
ly followed. While the take rates with the 
LCl 6m8 vaccine were not significantly dif­
ferent from those of the other vaccines tested, 
the fewest general responses and smallest 
local responses were obtained with this vac­
cine (Table 11.22). Among those receiving 
LCl 6m8 vaccine, 1 case of eczema vaccina­
tum, 3 cases of convulsions and 8 cases of 
generalized vaccinia were discovered, all of 
which were mild. It was not clear whether the 
3 cases of convulsions were related to t:he 
vaccine. The examination of 142 vaccinated 
subjects by electroencephalography showed 
that the number of temporary anomalies was 
lowest in those vaccinated with the LCt 6m8 
vaccine (Table 11.23). 

Tests for immunogcnicity were carried out 
in 138 persons vaccinated with LCt 6m8 
vaccine by challenging them with Lister 
vaccine 12 months later. Major reactions were 
seen in 18.8 %, a rate similar to that observed 
in 714 persons vaccinated with the Ikeda 
strain, and challenged with that strain a year 

Table I 1.22. Results of large-�le nudy (Japan, 197 4) of response to various vaccines' 

Yeuof Number of Str1ln lnvat111t1on wbjecu 

LC16rn8 1973-1974 10 578 
lked,b 1968-1970 I 506 
EM63 1969-1970 1 84' 
l.luer 1968-1971 3 662 
CVI 1971-1973 22 976 

'Source: J1p,n, Ministry of He,lth ( 1975). 
b Tr,dltlon,l str,ln used for ncclne production In J,p,n. 
c Not 1nll1ble. 

T,ke rue Aver11e Proportion 

("') 
dl,meter of with fever 

lndur,tlon (mm) (> 37.S •q ("') 

95.1 6.1 7.7 
99.1 18.2 25.0 

C 17.4 21.3 
93.7 15.3 26.6 
92.4 16.8 8.5 
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Table 11.23. Study of response to various vaccines 
Oapan, 197◄): temporary anoma11es 
on encephalosraphy' 

,.._._ ol 
Vaccine ..._..,eUINIIN campoi • .,_.... 

Oll�aph'f 

LCl6ml 5' 0 
U..IU'aln " s 

u.. wain wtch 
pmma slahl,i II 

CVI lO 
CVI wtch 

pmma &tall 111111 " 0 

Toal 142 7 

•5ource: ,.,_., l'1lnllcry ol Healdl (1'7S).

later. Thus it appeared that the immunogen­
icity of the LCl 6m8 vaccine was similar to 
that of other vaccines. Although no field 
experience was available to provide evidence 
of the protective effect of this vaccine against 
smallpox, freeze-dried LCl 6m8 strain virus 
grown in nbbit kidney cells is being held as 
part of a reserve 1tock of vaccine in Japan. 
Because of its low reactogenicity and because 
it can be produced in tiuue culture, the 
LCl 6m8 stnin might be a good candidate for 
use as a vector for other antigen, should this 
procedure become a practical proposition. 
The average loss of titre of this vaccine after 4 
week, at 3 7 °C was cstimated to be about 100·' 
pock-forming units per ml, which is compar­
able to that of calf lymph vaccine of accept­
able heat stability (T. Kitamura, personal 
communication, 1984). 

In 1970 workers in China produced an 
attenuated variant (G-9) of the Temple of 
Heaven strain by inoculating children with 
plaque-purified material and sclccting from 
among th01e reacting with 1mall skin lesions. 
The strain produced smaller pocks than the 
parental strain on the CA membrane and has 
been used experimentally for the primary 
vaccination of scveral million children, but 
no reports on its immunogenicity or of 
complications following its use are available. 

Inactivated Vaccines 

Prior to 1960 only a few live vaccincs were 
available-namely, those for smallpox, tuber­
culosis and yellow fever-whereas many vac­
cines consisted of inactivated antigcns­
pcrtussis, typhoid, cholera, diphtheria toxoid, 

tetanus toxoid, etc. Although there arc theo­
retical reasons, discussed in Chapter 3, why 
inactivated vaccinia virus vaccines, without a 
follow-up with live virus vaccine, arc unlikely 
to be effective, several research workers 
undertook developmental studies of inacti­
vated smallpox vaccine in the hope that 
it might reduce the complications of 
vaccination. 

The earliest study was that reported by 
Janson (1891 ), who found that subcutaneous 
injections of heat-killed vaccine gave equiv­
ocal results in children. Many other methods 
of inactivation were employed (Kaplan, 1962, 
1969; Turner ct al., 1970) including the use of 
formaldehyde, ultraviolet irradiation and 
photodynamic inactivation. Although some 
of the resulting inactivated vaccines produced 
neutnlizing antibodies in rabbits, none was 
satisfactory for the primary vaccination of 
human subjects. 

Because complications, especially post­
vacciniaJ encephalitis, were very much less 
common after rcvaccination than after pri­
mary vaccination, several attempts were made 
to "pre-immunize" subjects with inactivated 
virus, before inoculation with standard vac­
cine 1-2 weeks later. Herrlich (1959, 1964) 
prepared an inactivated vaccine by treatment 
with formsldehyde, which was used on a small 
scale in the Federal Republic of Germany and 
in the German Democratic Republic from the 
late 1950s as a form of pre-immunization 
designed to reduce the risk of vaccinial 
complications. The procedure was to use 
inactivated "vaccinia ... ntigcn" first and then, 
2-3 weeks later, to give conventional live
virus vaccine as a booster. In some cases in
which pre-immunization was used, the sec­
ond vaccination produced a large swollen area
of crythema and induration surrounding the
site of inoculation. In any case, the procedure
did not completely eliminate complications.
"Vaccinia-antigen" plus vaccinia-immune
gamma-globulin, but without follow-up live
virus vaccine, was given to 2 elderly patients
involved in the Mcschedc outbreak of
smallpox (sec Chapter•> 10-14 days before
their exposure, but did not protect either
from smallpox, from which one of them died
(Wehrle ct al., 1970).

A two-step procedure, using gamma-irra­
diated vaccine for the priming dose, was 
carried out in a field trial in eastern Europe in 
1977 (Marennikova et al, 1978c). One case of 
postvaccinial encephalitis occurred in a child 
with coogcmtal macrocephaly, among some 
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23 000 vaccinated subjects, all of whom were 
over 3 ycan of age (S. S. Marcnnikova. 
personal communication, l 985). 

Production of Vaccine in Eggs and Tissue 
Culture 

Va,mu prodl«tiot, ,,, tht CA """'"""' 

Soon a{ tcr the demonstration by Goodpas­
ture ct al (1932) that vaccinia virus would 
grow on the CA membrane, Goodpasture & 
Buddingh (1935) published a detailed analysis 
of the suitability of eggs for the large-scale 
production of vaccine. The advantages were 
that production methods were relatively 
simple and that bacteriologically sterile vac­
cine could be obtained. Glycerolated egg 
vaccines were in use in the state of Tens, 
USA. from 1948 (Cook ct al., 1953) and in 
New Zealand and Sweden from the l 960s. 

Frccze�ried vaccine derived from the CA 
mcmbnne wu produced on an experimental 
scale by Jackson ct al (1956) and on a 
commercial scale in Sweden (Hedstrom, 
t 970). Freeze�ried vaccine prepared on the 
CA membrane largely replaced calf skin 
vaccine in Brazil in t 958 (CJauselJ, t 963) and 
was used on a very large scale throughout the 
smallpox eradication programme in Brazil 
(Voegeli, t 973). Unfortunately, many batches 
of the Brazilian vaccine did not meet WHO 
standards for heat stability (sec Chapter 12). 

Although there has been no evidence of 
complications or adverse effects caused by 
avian leukosis viruses in the millions of 
subjecu vaccinated against yellow fever with 
virus grown in eggs. these agents became a 
matter for concern when, in about 1967, it 
was discovered that they were commonly 
present in eggs. Early in t 970 Swedish 
produccn changed to eggs from flocks free 
from avian leukosis for smallpox vaccine 
production. 

V11,ri111 prod11tlio11 ;,, ,11Jt11nd alls 

As has already been described in relation to 
the development of the CVI and CVII strains 
of attenuated vaccinia virus, production in 
cultured cells began even earlier than in eggs 
(Rivers, t 93 t). Over the next 3 decades 
efforts were made periodically to produce 
vaccine in cultured cells, at fint from chick 
embryos and later in cell monolayen derived 
from a variety of sources. However, as with 
egg vaccine, tissue culture vaccine was not 
widely adopted, mainly because production in 
animal skin was simple and cheap and yielded 
a vaccine that wu heat-stable when freeze­
dried and was known to protect against 
smallpox. Furthermore, the seed lot virus 
system had not been well established when 
cultured cells fint became available for the 
commercial production of smallpox vaccine, 

Avian Lcukosis and Egg V acclne 

The WHO requirement for smallpox vaccine from chick embryos (revised in 1965; 
WHO Expert Group on Rcquircmcnu for Biological Substances, t 966) indicated that 
"only eggs from flocks known to be free from disease, including avian lcukosis, shall be 
used". In 1967 a Swedish laboratory proposed to donate egg vaccine to WHO. The 
vaccine was sterile and thus suitable for jct .injector use, but it was produced from flocks 
which had not been tested for avian leukosis, whose pathogcnicity for man was then 
unknown. In Sweden, egg vaccine had been used for a long time, and Espmark (t 969) 
reported that there had been no increase in leukaemia in the population. Y cllow fever 
vaccine was also being produced in eggs from untested flocks. Despite argumcnu advanced 
by Dr Holgcr Lundbeck, Director of the National Bacteriological Laboratory, Sweden, 
and by Henderson, the Chief of the Biological Standardization unit of WHO did not agree 
to accept the donation from Sweden. The Swedish laboratory finally p roduced a vaccine 
from leuk01is-frec flocks and donated vaccine to WHO. However, in Brazil, smallpox 
vaccine from eggs produced from flocks which had not been tested for avian lcukosis, but 
were almost ccnainly carricn of the virus, was used throughout the eradication 
programme, with no known ill effects. 
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and it was feared that serial passage of vaccinia 
virus in tissue culture might lead to its 
attenuation. After 196 7, when the Intensified 
Smallpox Eradication Programme was initi­
ated, WHO did not promote the production 
of vaccine in cultured cells because it was 
realized that the success of the eradication 
campaign was heavily dependent on the 
production of large amounts of vaccine in 
laboratories in developing countries, which 
were unlikely at that time to be able success­
fully to produce tissue culture vaccine. 

In the late 1960s, the WHO International 
Reference Centre for Smallpox Vaccine initi­
ated a development study with Lister vaccine 
grown in primary rabbit kidney cells. At the 
time this was the only tissue culture vaccine 
comparable with conventional calf lymph 
vaccine in terms of heat stability, immuno­
genicity and reactogenicity (Hekker ct al.,
19731). The production method wu simple 
and cheap, the vaccine was sterile and free 
from mycoplumas and other adventitious 
agents, and it maintained its potency for up to 
8 weeks at 37 °C. The actual reductions in 
t.itre, ranging from 100·2 to 100-' �k­
forming units per ml after 8 weeks at 37 °C, 
were smaUer than those of the calf lymph 
vaccine tested as a control The immunogen­
icity of this vaccine wu tested by measuring 
the neutralizing antibody titres in subjects 
l year after primary vaccination, a control
group having been vaccinated with conven­
tional calf lymph vaccine. All the subjects
produced neutralizing antibody and there wu 
no significant difference in the results ob­
tained, as between tissue culture and calf
lymph vaccines. (Hekker et al., t 973b).
Measurement of the antibody titre 2 months
af tcr revaccination with the tissue culture

vaccine 1howed an adequate booster effect 
compared with the calf lymph control group. 

Because of these successful results, a field 
trial on a large 1cale in Lombolt, Indonesia. 
was jointly organized in 1973 by the Smallpox 
Eradication unit, the WHO Regional Office 
for South-East Asia and the government of 
Indonesia. A total of 45 443 children under 
the age oft 5 years were vaccinated with tissue 
culture vaccine and the results compared with 
those for 906 t children of a similar age and 
sex distribution who had been vaccinated 
with the standard Lister strain calf lymph 
vaccine (Hekker ct al, t 976). The success nte 
with tissue culture vaccine reached 97% 
in primary vaccination and 75% in 
revaccination (Table 11.24), results com­
parable with those obtained with the calf 
lymph vaccine. 

The children were carefully followed up for 
vaccination complications. The only suspect­
ed complication was a fatal cue of possible 
encephalitis in a 5-month-old girl who had 
been vaccinated with tissue culture vaccine, 
but in Lombok there were many other 
possible causes of this disease. 

Both this tissue culture vaccine and the 
LCt 6m8 strain of Huhizume, which wu also 
produced in primary rabbit kidney cells, met 
the WHO requirements for ufety, potency 
and stability, and were companble to calf 
lymph vaccine in effectiveness for both pri­
mary vaccination and revaccination. These 
2 strains are the only tissue culture vaccines 
which have been thoroughly and sy1temati­
cally investigated in the laboratory and also to 
a limited extent in the field. In the Nether­
lands, the Lister tissue culture vaccine is kept 
as the vaccine ,tock for emergency use, both 
locally and for 1upply to other countries: the 

Table 11.2◄. Take rates followlnc primary vaccination and revacclnatlon with tissue culture and calf lymph 
vaccines (lombok, Indonesia, I 973)a 

"11NryYacdNCloll RewtcdNtloll 

Apsroup TlllutcukurwYICCIM Calf ly"'flh Yacdne Tlllut Clllun YICdnl CMf lympll YKCIM 

(yun) 
Tabrac. Tallerace Taite race 

Number 
Taite rau Number Number Number 

(�) (�) (�) �) 

<I J"4 .... 695 ff.4 "' 7J.0 4) 60..S
, ... • u, 97.1 In, H.0 IJ 410 7U UH 75.1
M I IOI ,u 22, ,u I o,o 77..4 I 641 74.t
7-14 n, II.I n ,u ,on ,u I Ill 61.7

Toul 14 '" 97.1 1796 "·' )0 76' 74.7 6165 71.1 

,,_ 1-Wlk• et al. (lt76). 
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LCl 6m8 vaccine is kept in Japan as a local 
reserve stock. Either of these vaccines should 
be suitable for use in the future, should the 
need arise, when production methods using 
animal skin arc unlikely to be acceptable. 

Silicone Ointment Vaccine 

Trials were carried out with freeze-dried 
vaccine suspended in an ointment, so that it 
could be squeezed on to the skin in the same 
way as toothpaste from a tube. An ointment 
vaccine produced by mixing liquid vaccine 
lymph with lanolinc had been produced at the 
Lister Institute and in Nigeria in the 1960s, 
but was no more stable than liquid vaccine. 
In the early 1970s, the Vaccine and Scrum 
Institute, Berne, Switzerland, developed a 
similar vaccine, in which freeze-dried vac­
cinia virus was mixed with silicone ointmenL 
The Smallpox Eradication unit recognized 
the potential value of such preparations for 
field use and undertook a development study 
together with the producer and the WHO 
reference centres. The titration of this pre­
paration presented a problem, since the vac­
cine was not readily dispersed After this 
difficulty had been solved, the WHO Inter­
national Reference Centre for Smallpox Vac­
cine discovered that the heat stability was less 
than that of the standard freeze-dried vaccine. 
The manufacturers tried unsuccessfully to 
improve the stability, and the vaccine was 
never used in the global smallpox eradication 
programme. 

EFFICACY OF VACCINATION 

The most persuasive evidence that vaccina­
tion was effective in preventing smallpox was 
the progressive decrease in the incidence of 
the disease that followed its introduction at 
the beginning of the 19th century, the 
progressive elimination of the disease from 
Europe and North America in the middle 
years of the 20th century and final global 
«adication of smallpox in 1977. All this 
happened without the benefit of a controlled 
trial of the kind that would now be used for 
evaluating the efficacy of a newly developed 
vaccine. 

Until the Smallpox Eradication unit car­
ried out in 1967-1968 the work described 
earlier in this chapter, neither the potency of 

vaccines nor the methods of inoculation were 
standardized, so that the difficulty of evalu­
ating vaccine efficacy and the duration of 
protection was often compounded by the use 
of vaccine of low potency or by unsatisfactory 
techniques. Even during the Intensified 
Smallpox Endication Prognmmc it was sur­
prisingly difficult to obtain accuntc and 
reliable data on the level of protection against 
variola major provided by vaccination. The 
reason for this is that allocation of an 
individual to the "vaccinated" category has 
always been made on the basis of the presence 
of a scar attributed to smallpox vaccination. 
Prior to the improvements in vaccine 
achieved after the Intensified Smallpox 
Eradication Prognmmc was launched, such a 
scar was sometimes due to bacterial infection 
rather than the replication of vaccinia virus, 
especially in the Indian subcontinent, where 
the rotary lancet was widely used In addition, 
studies in Pakistan by Heiner ct al (1971a) 
showed that many vaccinated persons living 
in endemic areas experienced subclinical 
attacks of smallpox, thus augmenting the 
protection conferred by vaccination.. 

The best available information, which al­
m05t certainly underestimated the protection 
afforded by vaccination, came from scvenl 
seu of data on secondary attack rates among 
vaccinated and unvaccinated family contacu 
of smallpox cases in Bangladesh, India and 
Pakistan reviewed in Chapter 4 (see Table 
4.12). Cases involving substantial numbcn of 
contacts (100 persons) were selected and the 
ntes of protection afforded by vaccination 
were calculated (Table 11.25); they varied 
between 90.7% and 97.1 %- In these field 
studies neither the lapse of time since vaccina­
tion nor the potency of the vaccine as 
administered was known, so that it was 
impossible to determine the reasons for the 
occurrence of cues of smallpox among vac­
cinated contacts. The m05t likely reasons were 
the use of unsatisfactory vaccines many ycan 
earlier or a long period of time since primary 
vaccination in areas in which revaccination 
was uncommon. 

When confronted with an outbreak of 
smallpox, it was usual for public health 
workers to vaccinate or revaccinate all close 
contacts of index cases ( sec Chapter 10). Some 
of these contacts would not then have been 
infected with variola virus, but others were 
probably incubating the disease. The studies 
just described provide some data on the 
protection provided by post-exposure vacci-
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Table 11.15. Rate of protection afforded by vacdnatlon 

Toe.I Coftcam.,1l11pl"1 b-.ol 

locatloll ol VICdNdofl IIUfflW lfflllpo• ,rotecdoll.., ICII' ol ncdnatloffloudnab 
COMICU NumN,- � ,�, 

I0J JI JU} ff.7 llao et IL 
Hadr11, ... ♦ I 146 14 1.2 (lffla) 

�flro,,tnce, 45 ,, 7U} ,S.7 ......... 
NtlaUII ♦ Ito ' J.2 (1'71a) 

�P'rowtnca. ll 10 45.S} 97.1 ......... 
NtlaUII ♦ 2)1 J I.J (1971�) 

� 4J JI 
..... } "·' 

Hid teal
Dlautct,hkllUII ♦ IIO IJ 7.2 (lt7h) 

Calcuaa, IO " 7U} 90.7 �- ... 
llldla ♦ UI 47 7.1 (1974) 

1 Rau ol ,rotecdoll .., ncdNtlon • 100 ( I - peranca,-ol � COMaCU wtch lfflllpoa 

}peranc.qe ol lllWICdnlted COflCICtl wtch lffllllpo• 

Table 11.26. Effect of vaccination after exposure on occurrence of smallpox In f amlly or household conucts 

VacdNdoll UCUI ol COftCaCU

rrimaryYICdMClollrlwexpoaure
NeverncdfllUd 
rrtmary yacdnadoft wtchlll 10 dip ol expoaure
,.,.._� 
v� or� Wkhlll 7 •11 ol expoaure
,.,.._� 

nation (Table l 1.26). Although the numbers 
arc small and not statistically significant in 
some individual studies, all the analyses 
showed a lower nte of occurrence of smallpox 
in previously unvaccinated family contacts 
who wttc vaccinated afttt expo5urc. The level 
of protection was greattt when previously 
vaccinated subjecu were included (Heintt et 
al., 1971a). Even when post-exposure vacci• 
nation did not prevent the occurrence of 
smallpox, it often mitigated its sevttity. Rao 
(l 972), for example, recorded that 8.8% of 
cues of smallpox occurring in subjecu who 
underwent primary vaccination afttt expo• 
sure were of the modified type, compared 
with 1.1 % among th05C nevtt vaccinated and 
24.7% among pmons with scan of primary 
vaccination, but not vaccinated afttt 
exposure. 

Mack ct al (1972) succinctly summarize 
their views on the determinants of infection 
with smallpox 11 follows: 

Nui,w C..ol 
lftlllpox ol

concacu Nunlber � 

" ,. 29.S} llao IC IL
42 20 ◄7.6 (lffla) 

" 12 75.0} Hlclcll. 

27 2' ,u (lt7h) 

52 I 

'·'} 
Helnwttal.

412 to 21.1 (1971�)

•for contacu of any given vaccination status,
the rates for protection did not vary with the age, 
sex or disease KVerity of the introducer, or with 
the age or sex of the contacU. Neither did they vary 
by acuon. by the d01encsa of the ltinsrup between 
contact and introducer (i.e. sibling,. cousina, 
uncle-nephew, etc.). by their housing rclationsrup 
(Le.. same or different house within the com­
pound). by caste. by occupation of the household 
head or by the house construction material" 
Thus vaccination atatus was overwhelmingly 
the most imporunt factor in determining the 
occurrence of infection. 

Even though controlled trials were never 
carried out with smallpox vaccine, it is 
apparent that it was very effective in prevent• 
ing smallpox. Oearly, a potent vaccine was 
required. so that protection was ensured, 
although auch protection declined with the 
passage of time. Smallpox vaccination had the 
great advantage over most other types of 
immunization that it was very easy to deter• 
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